THE CUSTOMER

ALBUM REVIEW

In the retail world, the age-old
cliché dictates that “the customer
is always right.” In the nightclub
world, the customer is the club-
goer who shells out his or her
hard-earned ten dollars for the
chance to get inside, dance to an
often less-than-memorable deejay
and spend even more money on
some watered-down drinks. For
those looking to hand over a por-
tion of their paychecks to dance
to hip-hop in Fresno, the pick-
ings are slim. I have heard from
several reputable sources that two
prominent local club owners have
stated a preference to not attract
a “black” crowd, although both
clubs prominently feature music
performed mostly by African-
American artists. I spoke to a 28-
year old African-American female
who I'll call Mya about her expe-
riences on the club circuit.

CA: How long have you been go-
ing to nightclubs in Fresno?

Mya: Honestly, I've been “club-
bing” since I was in my early
teens... much before the ABC (Al-
cohol and Beverage Control) be-
gan enforcing under-aged drink-
ing, which translates to the early
nineties.

CA: What’s the longest a hip-hop
or R&B nightclub has lasted here,
to your best recollection?

Mya: I really can’t recall any last-
ing longer than two years, unless
it reinvents itself by just slightly
changing its format.

CA: Why do you think this type of
club has had problems being wel-
comed and surviving in Fresno?

Mya: I feel that the problems with
night clubs that promote hip-hop
can be attributed to the owners’
lack of genuine interest in the cul-
ture other than monetary profits.

CA: What different types of clubs
do you go to, if any, and do you
see more or fewer crowd problems
there? Any difference in the treat-
ment of club-goers?

Mya: I go to all types of clubs
ranging from hip-hop to rock to
house and Latin. Generally I see
the same type of problems. How-
ever, the difference is how the hip-
hop customers are treated.

Ultimately, the plight of the hip-
hop crowd reflects, in microcosm,
the community that gave creative
birth to its culture. Black people
in America and throughout the
world have long been the victims
of a cruel joke: The dominant
culture can’t get enough black
music, fashion, and entertainment
in general and gladly purchases
pre-packaged doses of it before
retreating to the safety of the sub-
urbs. As comedian Paul Mooney
so eloquently put it, “Everybody
wants to be a n*gga but nobody
wants to be a n*gga.” At the end
of the day, however, those same
black men and women whose
trends are idolized and emulated
are rarely welcome to mingle in
the social circles of middle Amer-
ica. The hip-hop crowd is no dif-
ferent—they are little more than
the unwanted, uninvited guests at
a private party who weren’t invit-
ed . .. but are still trying to figure

out why.
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BY WAEL ALRAWASHDEH

was born in Amman, Jordan—a Middle Eastern country that is surrounded by

four other Arab countries and Israel. It is the most westernized among the coun-

tries of the region. In Jordan, the political system is partly American and British.

Jordan is a monarchy with a representative parliament.

I was raised as a European and an Arab. My mother is Russian, and she lived in

Italy for a while. My father is Jordanian. They are both archeologists: I had to
learn three languages to communicate with the people I knew, and I had to learn about
diverse cultures and rituals. On the other hand, I had to learn about my culture and our
rituals. So I had to balance between the life I was living with my family, and the everyday
life in my society and community.

There were various conflicts I had to resolve, on how to dress, eat, talk, and think.
Religion was always a huge obstacle, in arguments with Jordanians and their attitudes
toward America. I was raised to accept all people, whatever their nationality or religion.
I was taught that stereotypes are fake and offensive. However, no one can ever escape
stereotypes or stereotyping others. Growing up in the Middle East with all these political

Getting together with friends

My

[ afe

A CSUF Student from the Middle East Reflects

I remember the first time I was at a bus stop. This random guy, who was waiting
also, started to talk to me. It was so weird for me, because such a thing would never hap-
pen back home. He even went further, talking about his own family and what they had
faced lately, in detail. He had no problem telling me, a total stranger, that his daughter got
divorced a while ago. I was in real shock. In fact, I doubted if he was mentally stable. I
came to know that it is not very strange to engage in deep conversation with strangers here.
Wherever I went, people were smiling all the time, and greeting me with “Hi” or “How are
you doing today?” and so on. It took me a while to get used to it, and to start saying “Hi”
back.

I went every day back to my apartment with many questions in my head. Ques-
tions about Americans, the American society, and their rituals. Of course the most im-
portant question was, why Americans are stereotyped as bad, although they are very nice
people? This question was answered after 9/11. With all the sadness and the bitterness
that accompanied it, 9/11 revealed a lot of important characteristics of the American
society. I noticed that public opinion does not really exist in this country: It is whatever the
government says. People were mad at the Japanese in the first couple hours after the attack.
Because the government was suspecting that it was a revenge for the nuclear bombs. Then
it shifted to terrorist attacks, and Osama bin Laden was the major suspect. So the public
opinion shifted to be mad at all the Arabs and all the Muslims. Of course, the government
had a big role in accumulating and growing this hatred toward all that is Arabic or Muslim.
However, my point is that there is not a solid character of the American society. It lacks
strength in its personality.

tven if people are geHing killed, blame it on fighting teror-
i5m. Stop any decision that is not in accord with what He
United atates is planning, even if it is a decision from the
United Nations.

Americans are so
nice and simple—to the
point of ignorance. They
do not know anything about
anything in the world other
than what the government

On hiS Life In Ame riC a = PHOTOS BY REAGAN CLARK
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and religious conflicts, one cannot escape choosing a side. Of course being with or against
Israel depended on whether you were an Arab or an Arab sympathizer, or a Jew or a Jewish
sympathizer.

The Arab-Israeli conflict started in the early 1920s with the Jewish immigration to
Palestine. Palestine is an Arab country that was under British mandate, and it was given to
the Jews to fulfill the British promise, known as the Belfore Promise. The 1948 Arab-Israeli
war resulted in Palestine losing two-thirds of its territory to establish the state of Israel. In
1967 the West Bank and Gaza strip were occupied. Those areas are referred to by the UN
as “occupied territories.” However, in the eyes of the Arab world, it’s all Palestine.

On this 1ssue, I faced the most arguments. The United States is pro-Israel and
the biggest supporter for its actions against Arabs and the major supplier for its weapons
industry. This resulted in the Arab hatred for the United States and its foreign policies. 1
was taught not to hate anyone, and not to stereotype. If the US government is helping kill
Arabs in the occupied territories, it does not mean that all Americans support this. People
are not responsible for all acts of their governments.

My arguments with my Arab friends escalated when I decided to move to the
United States. They believed that by living in the United States, I am in some way helping
the government in its support of Israel, betraying Arabs and Palestinians who are getting
killed every day in the occupied territories. I tried to explain that I am dealing with people,
not the government, and I am here for my education. But no seemed to care and it got to
me. Although I have been all over the Middle East and Europe, I never encountered nicer
people than Americans. Americans in general are very cheerful, open people, and will help
you if they can.

lets them know. They are not eager to know, because the society is structured on the idea
that as long as they are fine in the United States, the rest of the world does not even mat-
ter. I do not throw all the blame on the public, because the government controls the media
and the education system—the two main sources where the public can learn about other
cultures and societies. All the time I lived outside the United States, Americans had this bad
reputation, as I mentioned earlier. But after living here, I figured out that this reputation is
actually the reputation of the American government, not the people.

After 9/11, I went to Jordan and asked many people how they feel about Ameri-
cans: the people, not the government. Surprisingly, I rarely received a negative response.
Most of the people believe that the government does not represent the people. This was
a great relief to me. I felt I had a duty to let as many Americans as possible know about
this. The idea that foreigners hate Americans is not true. Mostly Middle Easterners do not
appreciate what the US government is doing in their countries. US foreign policies are
all about what the United States can gain and where. The US government does not care
about the people elsewhere, their families, or their lives.

Even in Europe, after President Bush came to office, the attitude toward the United
States shifted in a negative direction—mainly because of Bush’s negative and disrespectful
foreign policy. US foreign policy consists basically of using power to make money. Even
if people are getting killed, blame it on fighting terrorism. Stop any decision that is not in
accord with what the United States is planning, even if it is a decision from the United Na-
tions. This ultimately enraged every country. Yet, few American people even know that this
mess exists.

Americans are very nice people, but they do not know much about the rest of the
world. I am not sure they actually want to know. But my point is that Americans do not, by
any means, represent the American government.

Living here and trying to blend into this multiracial society taught me a lot about
myself and about others. Americans taught me how to take my time doing things and how
to feel good about it.

The most important value Americans taught me is to appreciate everybody and
everybody’s effort, regardless of how important or influential it is. In Jordan, even in Eu-
rope, only influential efforts are appreciated, because they believe that it is what counts.
However, Americans have a different approach on this issue. American believe that every-
thing counts, every effort is influential, because if it did not change or solve a problem, it
helped in finding the right solution to that particular problem.

These experiences have shaped my approach toward and ideas about Americans
and their identity. Frankly, I believed it shaped my identity also. I am not the same person I
was three years ago. I am more patient, more open to changes and alternatives, and I devel-
oped the ability to simplify things, and look at the positive side. Without living in the United
States, I doubt I would have gone through experiences that shaped me. I owe Americans a
lot. I learned from them and their society, and my experiences made me a better person.
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HIS YEAR’S CRAFTS FAIRE WAS A WON-

I derful success. We had more vendors and cus-

tomers than ever before. The finally tally is not
in, but it looks like we made well over $2000. Everyone
seemed happy with everything except the lack of heat in
the building and gas for the kitchen stoves and hot water.
People liked the food, the music, the crafts, the friend-
ship. Everyone seemed to love the soups, breads, and des-
serts. We will try to have even more available next year
and possibly a recipe book to go along with the items as
a fundraiser.

Very special thanks go to the main organizers, Ingrid
Carmean, Ellie Bluestein, and Joan Poss. Ingrid handled
the vendor applications, arranged the tables and much,
much more. Ellie and Joan worked on getting us the
many volunteers. The three of them meet several times
to make sure this was a successful event.

Thanks to several who headed up several areas. Ju-
lie Young and Denise Carmen handled the kitchen and
food. Pat Wolk took care of the raffle while Catherine
Campbell organized the silent auction. Nancy Waidtlow
was 1n charge of the white elephant sale. Gerry Bill and
Alvora Trujillo made peace cranes to sell and hung them
up for display. Linda Dryden organized the wonderful
musical entertainment. The Green Party showed up to
help with cleanup.

Thank you to all who provided us with soups, breads,
and desserts to sell along with items for the raffle, silent
auction, and white elephant sale. Thank you to all those
who volunteered to work different areas such as kitchen
help, selling of the food, working the white elephant sale,
doing the WILPF table, doing setup and cleanup, and
providing us with excellent musical entertainment.

A very special thanks goes to Sarah Al-Hashimi, youth
coordinator for the Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno,
and the several young Muslim women she brought to

help with setup. Their
youthful energy and
hard work were greatly
appreciated.

On December 15
seven of us met to cri-
tique the crafts faire.
Everyone seemed
happy with the turn-
out and all the help.
Having a commit-
tee of three to work
things out seemed to
be a plus. Next year we
hope to have a com-
mittee of at least four.
We all agreed that we
have outgrown our
present location and
will soon be checking
out a couple of larger
places for next year. It
was also suggested that
we have the vendors go
through a selection process to make sure we get the best
vendors possible for our event. We talked about how to
make the raffle and the silent auction more successful. If
you have any further feedback, please let Vickie or one of
the committee members know.

PHOTO BY RUTH UBEL—JUR-GENSEN

New WILPF Board Member: Catherine Garoupa has
volunteered to be vice-president of the Fresno Branch.
Welcome aboard, Catherine! Catherine was one of our
CSUF social work interns last year and has attended
most meetings since leaving the internship. The posi-
tion of vice-president is new with the recent by-laws re-
vision. Catherine will be helping Vickie now and then
when there is more work than one person can handle or
if Vickie is unavailable.

Make Peace a Reality Project: By now you should
have received the Fall/Winter Peace and Freedom. Please
check page 21 for the “Make Peace a Reality” postcard
project. WILPF D.C. will hand-deliver postcards from
members nationwide to Congress members every month
on different issues. Please let Vickie Fouts know if you
wish to be the branch contact person for this project.

WILPF’s National Campaigns: The Fall/Winter
Peace and Freedom has a ballot to vote for your choice
for the 2005-2008 National Program Campaigns. See a
brief description of each program proposal on pages 6—
10 and the ballot on page 31. During our general mem-
bership meeting on January 6, we will have a discussion
of the five proposals. We hope that all our members will
fill in and send their program selection ballot by January
31.

WILPF Dues: If you are wondering if your WILPF

Progressive Thursday is hosted by the GROW working group of the Fresno
County Green Party. It is a free, wheelchair accessible event, and open to anyone
interested in discussing topics of interest to the progressive community. This is the
first of six events scheduled for a Thursday in the odd numbered months. Contact

Larry Mullen (559) 227-0293 or Leah Haymond.

The event will be held at Round Table Pizza, 5763 N. First Street in Fresno (SW
corner of Bullard and First). Doors open 6:30--Video 7:00--Discussion to follow.
The video this month will be THE END OF SUBURBIA: Oil Depletion and the
Collapse of the American Dream (see http://endofsuburbia.com)

THURSDAY

JANUARY 20
6:30-9:30pu

dues are up-to-date, you can check your address label on
the Peace and Freedom magazine. The upper right cor-
ner shows the date through which your dues are paid.
If there is no date you are either not current or are no
longer a member. Also, if you did not receive your is-
sue of Peace and IFreedom you are probably no longer a
member. Less than 50 of our 194 members on record are
current. If you are no longer current or want to rejoin,
please send a check to Fresno WILPE PO Box 5114, Fres-
no, CA 93755.

WILPE’S Anniversary: 2005 will be the 90th Anniver-
sary of WILPE. Please start thinking of ways for Iresno
WILPT to celebrate the occasion and ways you can help
with the celebration. Pass on any suggestions to Vickie
Fouts.

This section is paid for by WILPE who has complete
editorial control of the content.

WILPF DATES:

Wednesday, January 5, Noon: Women in
Black, Iresno County Courthouse breezeway

Thursday, January 6, 7PM: WILPF General
Membership Meeting 1584 N Van Ness Ave. We
will discuss the 2005-2008 National Program
Campaign proposals. Open to all.

Monday, January 10, 7PM:
WILPF Business Meeting 1584 N Van Ness

Wednesday, January 26, 3:30 PM: WILPF
Stir It Up KFCF 88.1 FM. Hosted by Vickie

Fouts

Quote of the Month: “Nonviolence is

the answer to the crucial political and moral ques-
" our time: the need for man to overcome

ression and violence without resorting to oppres-

and viole Man must evolve for all human

ance speech, Stockholm, Sweden, December
11, 1964

POETRY CORNER

Vickie Fouts got a song sheet at a Mennonite peace ceremony, and submitted it to this
column. It would be good to hear the music too, and to be singing with others. But
there’s just so much a newspaper can do.

IF THE WAR GOES ON

If the war goes on and the children die of hunger,

and the old men weep, for the young men are no more;
and the women learn how to dance without a partner,
who will keep the score?

If the war goes on and the truth is taken hostage,
and new terrors lead to the need to euphemize;
when the calls for peace are declared unpatriotic,
who’ll expose the lies?

If the war goes on and the daily bread is terror,

and the voiceless poor take the road as refugees;

when a nation’s pride destines millions to be homeless,
who’ll heed their pleas?

If the war goes on and the rich increase their fortunes,
and the arms sales soar as new weapons are displayed;
when a fertile field turns to no-man’s land tomorrow,
who’ll approve such trade?

If the war goes on, will we close the doors to Heaven?
If the war goes on, will we breach the gates of hell?
If the war goes on, will we ever be forgiven?

If the war goes on. . . .
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COME AWAY WITH US: On Saturday,
January 8, the Center will hold its annual
retreat and planning session, where we
review our mission and set priorities for
the coming year. We welcome the partici-
pation of non-Board members who may
have ideas, interest in the Center’s direc-
tion, or simple curiosity. We have a potluck
lunch around noon, and then convene all
afternoon. It is a time for us to share our
ideals and aspirations, and join together
In inventing ways to realize our visions. If
you would like to join us, give us a call for
directions.

STIRRING IT UP: After he completed his
leave for electoral work, we invited Vince
Lavery to resume hosting our Stir It Up
segment on KFCF the second Wednesday
each month at 3:30 PM. As he often does,

Vince has kicked up some spirited contro-
versy. On his first show back, he invited
a leading Valley Republican to dialogue
with him, and he announced his intention
to have Jerry Duncan on in January.

Responses have varied from “Good work;
we need to engage in this kind of serious
conversation with those we disagree with”
to "Why are you wasting our precious air-
time? KFCF is supposed to be a voice for
the voiceless, not for those with lots of me-
dia outlets.”

The effectiveness of Vince’s prescrip-
tion—for getting beyond the usual po-
larized offerings we’re all used to—is on
the agenda for our retreat. We welcome
readers’ comments—most handily at our
e-mail address (info@fresnocenterfornonv

1olence.org), or by phone or mail.

WEDNESDAY MOVIES TO CON-
TINUE: The second Wednesday movie
series will continue on January 12 with the
screening of Peace, Propaganda and the
Promised Land: U.S. Media & the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict. The video should il-
luminate what we know and don’t know
about the most enduring and intractable
problem in the Middle East. Join us at
noon or 7:30 PM-—and be prepared to
debate this always-controversial subject.

CPAs ANYONE? We are looking for an
accountant with knowledge of nonprofit
organizations to prepare an audit for us. If
you are one, or know of one, please con-
tact us to discuss terms.

ANNUAL APPEAL: As of press time, our
yearly phone-a-thon has brought in close
to $2000 in pledges. This appeal is the ba-
sis of our financial viability for the coming
year, so thanks to all who’ve pledged; and
a reminder to those we haven’t reached
that our continuing presence in the com-
munity depends on you.

ON JANUARY 20 the Center will have a
show on KNXT Channel 49 at 10:00 PM
to discuss the options for saving the lives of
Iraqi children. Should our troops stay in
Iraq until security is turned over to a local
force, or turned over to someone like the
UN, or should we pull out immediately?
The guests will be Dr. Jack Welch, Valta
Pointer, Dan Yaseen, and Angela Price.
Stay tuned.

IHE WELGH REPORI

4 Saving Tne Iraqi Children

By Jack H. Welch, M.D.

HAT SHOULD WE DO ABOUT THE
Wchaos in Iraq, resulting from President
Bush’s ill-advised and quite unnecessary
war in that country? President Bush’s original policy

on Iraq was delusional: we would be welcomed with
flowers, we should disband the Iraqi army, security
1s fine. But today there is risk coming from the small
but growing contingent that wants to bring our troops
home now.

The Lancet, the prestigious English medical journal,
published a study suggesting that at least 100,000 Iraqis have died as a result of the inva-
sion of Iraq. “Among Iraqis the risk of death by violence was 58 times greater after the war
than before, and infant mortality also nearly doubled”—apparently caused by insecurity.

A physician in Basra last year reported how physicians and patients alike had had to run
for cover when bandits attacked the infectious diseases unit there, firing machine guns and
throwing hand grenades, so they could steal the air-conditioners. Given those conditions,
women are now more likely to give birth at home, so they and their babies are both more
likely to die of “natural” causes.

A second troubling report, in the Washington Post, recounted that acute malnutrition
among children under 5 increased to 7.7 percent this year from 4 percent before the war.
These figures suggest that 400,000 Iraqi children are badly nourished, and suffering in
some cases from irreversible physical and mental stunting. These glimpses at the public
health situation in Iraq are a reminder of the disastrous impact of our invasion, and also
of the humanitarian impact of our pulling out our troops prematurely, in which case the
country could virtually fall apart. The middle of the country might well erupt in bloody
civil war and turn into something like Somalia with child mortality rates as high as 200,000
and nearly 10,000 Iraqi women dying each year in childbirth.

John Kerry asked about Vietnam: “How do you ask a man to be the last man to die for a
mistake?” The best answer to that question is that our mistaken invasion has left millions of
Iraqis desperately vulnerable, and it would be inhumane to abandon them now. “If we stay
in Iraq, there is still some hope that Iraqis will come to enjoy security and better lives, but if
we pull out we will be condemning them to anarchy, terrorism, and starvation, costing the
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lives of hundreds of thousands of children over the next decade.” Those Iraqi children
are the reasons we should remain there until we can hand over security to a local force.
Saving those lives is a worthy cause for which to risk American lives.

(Source: Nicholas D. Kristof, op-ed colummist, New Tork Tumes, Nov. 27, 2004)

(Most board members of the Fresno Center for Nonviolence support the removal of occupying American
Jorces from Iraq now.)

IN FALLUJA’S RUINS, BIG PLANS AND A RISK OF CHAOS

Standing in the rubble outside an empty medical clinic here, Dr. Basam Mohamed
gazed out at the ruins of his native city. He had just heard a group of American civil af-
fairs officers explain their plans to rebuild the clinic and install a huge water tank behind
it until the water pipes, smashed by bombs, could be fixed. As military officials start letting
residents return to Falluja, they face the challenge of winning back the confidence of the
people whose city they have just destroyed; also they will need to deter returning insur-
gents who will try to sabotage the reconstruction with attacks.

The full extent of the damage inflicted by American bombs, tanks, and artillery is
only now becoming apparent. Far more than 200 buildings, as announced, have been de-
stroyed. The city’s power lines are so badly damaged that in most of the city they will have
to be ripped out and rebuilt from scratch, taking six months to a year. The city’s water
and sewer pipes will take months to repair: as water from broken pipes created chest-deep
floods in Falluja’s streets, American officers had trouble persuading Iraqi engineers, who
knew where the valves were located, to venture into the city
and help shut them off.

Within two or three months bigger projects will be set
in motion, including four new school buildings, several new
health clinics. Badly damaged homes will be bulldozed and
rebuilt, or owners will be compensated. The Marines will
ask all returning residents with relevant skills to take a job in
the reconstruction projects. American and Iraqi forces will
provide security for the reconstruction projects.

This section 1s paid for by Fresno Center for Non-violence,
who has complete editorial control of the content.
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DEMOGRATIZING THE GLOBAL
ECONOMY.

The Battle against the World Bank
and the International Monetary
Fund (2001)

Edited by Kevin Danaher
Common Courage, 200 pp., $15.95

RE IMF AND WTO JUST TWO MORE

A';lcronyms you don’t understand? Do you

ave no clue what the World Bank is? Want to

learn more about globalization? Want to brush up on your

anti-globalization history? Want to learn how to shift glob-

al policies and politics? Then Democratizing the Global
Economy is the book for you!

Democratizing the Global Economy is edited by Kevin
Danaher (cofounder of Global Exchange). The authors in-
clude Kevin Danaher; Noam Chomsky, Fidel Castro, and
many other well-known writers and activists. Numerous
organizations and news sources—such as AlterNet, FAIR
(a media watch group), The Nation, In These Times, Znet,
50 Years Is Enough Network and others—contributed ma-

BOOK REVIEW

tory-making activists that attended the
1999 Seattle and the 2000 Washington
DC anti-globalization protests fill the
pages as well. I credit the book’s wide
range of content to the diversity of
contributing authors that wrote and
contributed material for it.
The book is broken down into three
sections. Section one, “The Art and
Science of Protesting Transnational
Elites,” includes seven chapters that
analyze the 1999 Seattle and the
2000 Washington DC anti-globaliza-
tion protests. Testimonies of the good times and bad
are all here. Activists describe the masked, billy-club-toting
police that attempted to intimidate demonstrators. Chapter
four, “How the A16 Protesters Were Organized,” describes
all the working groups that are part of assembling a massive
action. The reader is sure to feel a newfound appreciation
for massive actions!

Section two, “Why the World Bank Sucks,” includes elev-
en chapters of background info on the IMF International
Monetary Fund, World Bank, and WTO World Trade Or-
ganization. It contains one of my favorite chapters: “We
Either Unite or We Die,” a UN speech of Fidel Castro’s
that highlights the prospering of Cuba’s economy and so-

By, Shawn Putnam

cial programs despite four decades of economic blockade.
This chapter also defines terms such as structural adjust-
ments and explains why environmentalists are against the
IMF’s role within the globalization movement.

“Where Does the Movement Go From Here?” section
three, answers that question in a spectrum of ways from
the very broad to extremely specific. The first chapter ap-
plauds the efforts of some Third World countries to avoid
structural adjustments. The book then spells out the revolu-
tion against the IMF World Bank and WTO. Chapters such
as “Baby Steps to a Revolution,” “Boycotting World Bank
Bonds,” and “Twelve Ways to Democratize the U.S. Politi-
cal System” contain very specific information that everyone
should learn and live by.

Democratizing the Global Economy is a book that ev-
eryone can read and be sure to learn something from. The
inspiration it filled me with is amazing. It’s as if your feet
start marching before you can put the book down. It is dev-
astating to learn of the injustices inflicted on Third World
countries by corporatized government officials in the name
of globalization. I suggest this book to everyone and anyone
that wishes to improve their knowledge on the globalization
movement. The answers to the often-asked question, “How
can some countries be so rich while some are so poor?” are
given to you throughout the pages of Democratizing the
Global Economy.

terial to be used in this book. Firsthand accounts from his-

Fresno Filmworks
showcases

First-Run International and

American

Independent Feature Films

Every Second Iriday of the
Month

5:00pm & 8:00pm

at

The Tower
T

heatre

815 E. Olive Avenue

§ FEMINISTS ON THE CSUF CAMPUS, IT HAS NEVER BEEN MORE OBVIOUS
to us than it is right now how blatantly necessary an expanded
Feminist voice among the student population has become. In
response to this, we have gathered together in our strength as or-
ganizers and activists. We have gained ground, we have gained
POWER.

The Women’s Studies Student Association at Fresno State is known as
People Organized for Women’s Empowerment & Representation (POW-
ER). This organization aims to garner visibility for the Women’s Studies
Program and to create a forum for the empowerment of women’s lives
and potential on campus. Through the solidarity of the organization,
members of POWER support one another in academic studies and in
consciousness raising. Community and university activities that POWER
contributes to and organizes educate and give voice to topics concerning
WS and women’s experiences. POWER strongly encourages enrollment
in the WS Program as a means to deepen one’s understanding of issues
pertaining to women, gender and class, as well as the development of
strong analytical abilities.

In 2003, the idea formed for a Women’s Studies Student Association
as concerned students in a WS theory course sat discussing their indi-
vidual responsibilities to the Fresno area community. In January 2004,
the concept materialized into POWER. Immediately following, POW-
ER became involved in spearheading a student movement to save the
WS Program as well as the Chicano & Latin American Studies and the
Africana & American Indian Studies Programs. When the university’s
budget cuts targeted small programs, proposals to dismantle the above
programs became a real threat. POWER mobilized with fellow student
activists and gave press interviews and met with campus administration.
Through POWER’s efforts, a petition written and distributed by POW-
ER collected over 500 signatures in three days time and signified to the
university that students will not allow these programs to go without a
fight. Potential budget cuts still threaten small programs, but no closures

Tickets:
$9.00187.00
for Students and Seniors

For more information
call:
The Tower Theatre at
559) 485-9050
or
FFW Info Line at
(559) 221-0755

LS T Erremsms B TIB -1 imn Bpeer

LIGHTNING
INA
BOTTLE

Lighting in a Bottle
Friday, JAN 14, 2005

A one night, one time only concert

filmed at Radio City Music Hall in

New York City

Pﬂrmfrsﬁf.ps in
Understandi nif

Consultations with Richard Stone, M.A.
Tickets are on sale now in the concerning life values and mental health
Tower District at The Tower The-
atre Box Office, 815 E. Olive Ave.,
and at the Movies, 1435 N. Van
Ness Ave., and in Fig Garden Vil-

Firsl meeling al no cosl

(359) 266-2559

lage at The Fig Garden Bookstore,

5094 N. Palm Ave.

Feminists
Ground at CSUF

will happen without student knowledge and student resistance.

One of our proudest accomplishments thus far has been the creation
of The POWER Source newsletter, which in every aspect, from dream
to fruition, was the fruit of feminist labor. The POWER Source is the
only source of news and information on campus written by feminists, for
women about women’s issues and experiences. We are currently looking
for sponsors to help us keep our newsletter autonomous, and to aid in our
expansion into a journal-type format. If you are interested in helping us
get this student-run feminist information source off the ground through
sponsorships or donations, please contact Michelle Colvin at michelle-
colvin@sbcglobal.net.

P 0 WER IS ALSO WORKING IN CONCERT WITH V-DAY FRESNO

and along with them will be bringing the Vagina Monologues to campus
on February 25th and 26th. Keep your eyes on the Community Alliance
Calendar in February 2005; that month will be exploding with Vagina
Monologue events. There will be weekly work shops on topics such as
the international sex trade and self-defense techniques as well as Vagina
Games and the actual theatrical performance.

If you or any Vagina Friendly businesses that you know of are inter-
ested in becoming sponsors for the Vagina Monolgues, please contact
Michelle Colvin at michellecolvin@sbcglobal.net for information.

POWER and V-DAY Fresno are proud to be a part of the ever ex-
panding progressive community in the Central Valley. We look forward
to building a strong coalition with other like minded organizations in the
area.

IN PEACE,

Morghan Young and Michelle Colvin
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Why don’t you know who this is?

Listento
MOVE ONUP JAN 28
@ 7pmon 88.1 KFCF
to hear the music of

FELA KUTH

plus aninterview with
Stephen Gamboa of
the Community Alliance

Read next months issue for
more on the life of Fela Kuti
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Wednesday, January 5
Noon

Silent Vigil at the Fresno
CountyCourthouse-En-
france. Show your support
for PEACE and for negofiat-
ed settlements of US current
military actions! Meet down-
town at the Fresno court-
house, from 12-1:00 PM and
stand silently, advocating
PEACE. For more info: 278-
7140 or 225-2850.

Thursday, January é

6 PM

The Interfaith Alliance of
Central California invites the
public to attend their Annual
Meeting, which will be held
at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4144 N Millbrook
in Fresno. Dr. Ned Doffney,
Fresno Community College
President will speak on ‘The
importance of Mulitcultural-
ism and Interfaith Coopera-
tion’. RSVP to the Jessups,
225-1438

Thursday, January 6

7 PM

Democracy for America -
DFA-CFD of Fresno & Made-
ra Counties will meet at
Bobby Salazar’'s Restaurant,
2839 Blackstone in Fresno.
RSVP &/or see who's com-
ing: http://dfa.meetup.
com/58/events/3622543/

For the January Democracy
For America Meetup, we're
planning to focus on how
to frame our values to build
support for the Democratic
agenda. We're going fo use
Professor George Lakoff's
new DVD called *"How Dem-
ocrats and Progressives Can
Win" to guide the discus-
sion.

In preparation for the DFA
Meetup, DFA is mailing to
every DFA Meetup organizer
a package with the Lakoff ‘s
DVD. The Meetup.com site is
now more user friendly. (no
more votfing, etc.) Please
sign up and RSVP if you want
to attend the January DFA
Meetup so | will know how
much materials will be need-
ed.

Friday, January 7

4:30 - 6:30

PM Peace Fresno returns to
Shaw and Blackstone Ave-
nues to protest the occupa-
tion of Iraq and other harm-
ful domestic and foreign
policies of the Bush admin-
istration. Peace Fresno ad-
vocates alternatives to war
and social and environmen-
tal justice. Also, January 14
& 21. For more information
go to: www.peacefresno.
org .

Friday, January 7

6:30-8:30 PM

The Reedley Peace Cen-
ter presents “The Monsters
are due on Maple Street”
from the Twilight Zone. This

COMMUNITY.

Calendar Of Events

episode of the science fic-
fion/fantasy series is Rod
Serling’s chiling commen-
tary on how easily neigh-
bor can be turned against
neighbor when brought up
against inexplicable events.
Here, the brute group entity
is dissected and revealed for
what it is: a violent chaotic
force powered by fear and
nurtured by irrationality. It
first aired on March 4, 1960
and the message remains
relevant in today’s climate
of suspicion and prejudice. It
reminds us of the dangerous
power of fear. How easily it
manipulates and conftrols,
how quickly it fans the flames
of anger and hate, and how
swiftly reason becomes re-
placed with violence.

Light potluck at 6:30. Pro-
gram begins at 7 pm. This
event is sponsored by the
Reedley Peace Center and
will be held at the Fellow-
ship Hall of First Mennonite
Church, on ‘L' street be-
tween 12th and 13th streets
in Reedley. Admission is free.
Contact Don Friesen by
email at dfriesen@telis.org

Saturday, January 8

3:30 PM

The Central Valley Progres-
sive PAC will meet at the
Fresno Center for Nonvio-
lence, 1584 N. Van Ness,
south of McKinley. For more
information call (559) 978-
4502 or email info@cvppac.
org Also see: http://www.
cvppac.org/

Wednesday, January 12

12 Noon and 7:30 PM

FREE -- Monthly Video Series -
Second Wednesday of Every
Month at the Fresno Center
for Nonviolence, 1584 N.
Van Ness, south of McKin-
ley. “Peace, Propaganda
& the Promised Land” Docu-
mentary: U. S. Media & the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Discussion following 7:30 PM
showing.

Thursday, January 13

7:30 PM

The Fresno Folklore Society
presents John McCutcheon.
Virginia's Renaissance Man.
Singer songwriter multi-in-
strumentalist.  First Congre
gational Church is located
at 2131 Van Ness (just south
of Clinton at Yale). $15 ad-
vance; $20 at door. Info:
431-3653 www.fresnofolk-
lore.org

Friday, January 14

10:30 - 11:30 AM
GARLANDING  CEREMONY
at Fresno County Court-
house Park, (1100 Van Ness
Avenue) at the stature of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Contact Gail Gaston (559)
681-3140 or Cary Catalano
(559) 355-0751 for more in-
formation.

This event is the start of the
20th annual Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Cel-
ebration - 2005. The theme
is "living the Dream: Let free-
dom ring for greater access
for quality education and
better health conditions for
alll”

Friday, January 14

3 PM

CHAANGE “Coarse of Ac-
tion” meeting will be held
at their office, which is at
1584 N. Van Ness Ave, inside
the Fresno Center for Non-
violence, just south of Fresno
City College. This will be a
fime where community ad-
vocates and members will
discuss ways CHAANGE can
improve and make the best
use of its fime, knowledge,
and information. This is a
good fime to get on board
the CHAANGE frain and help
make a positive impact on
this city regarding HIV/AIDS
issues. For more information
call (559) 268-1969

Friday, January 14

5PM and 8 PM

Fresno Filmworks presents
Lightning in a Bofttle at the
Tower Theatre. On February
7th, 2003, renowned artists
across multiple music genres
and generations came to-
gether at New York City''s
Radio City Music Hall to pay
fribute to their common
heritage and passion — the
blues. Produced by Martin
Scorsese and directed by
Antoine Fuqua, Lightning in
a Bofttle captures the night'’s
magic and weaves a history
of the blues through the jux-
taposition of performances,
backstage interviews, re-
hearsals and archival clips of
some of the greatest names
in American music. Tickefs
can be purchased at the
Tower Theatre Box Office,
815E. Olive Ave., The Movies,
1435 N. Van Ness Ave., the
Fig Garden Bookstore in Fig
Garden Village, and at the
door. Tickets are $9.00; $7.00,
for students and seniors. For
more information call the
FFW info line, 221-0755, or go
to http://fresnofilmworks.org

Friday, January 14
Recepftion fo begin at 5:30
and program will begin at
6:30 PM

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. evening reception
and awards presentation
at Fresno City Hall, 2nd floor
lobby and council chambers
at 2600 Fresno Street.

Friday, January 14

6:30-8:30 PM

The Reedley Peace Center
presents Phil Erro, author of
Cenftral California: Transition
from Blight to Delight.

Light potluck at 6:30. Pro-
gram begins at 7 pm. This
event is sponsored by the
Reedley Peace Center and

will be held at the Fellow-
ship Hall of First Mennonite
Church, on ‘L' street be-
tween 12th and 13th streets
in Reedley. Admission is free.
Contact Don Friesen by
email at dfriesen@telis.org

Friday, January 14

RaNcOR fund raising show at
H street studios. The H street
studios are the former army
induction building. For more
information go to www.ran-
cor.info

Friday, January 14

8 PM

The Vagina Monologues
by Eve Ensler will be held
at Theatre Three Repertory
Company at 1544 Fulton
Street in Fresno ( In Down-
town Fresno on Fulton Street
between Stanislaus and Co-
laveras). An Obie Award-
winning whirlwind tour of a
forbidden zone. Starring Jes-
sica Reedy, Melanie Dorian,
Gwen Spratt and Lori Grace.
Directed by Gordon Go-
ede. For further information,
please contact Gordon Go-
ede at gordongoede@aol.
com . This show will be re-
peated January 15, 21 and
22, 28 and 29, February 4
and 5 af 8pm

Saturday, January 15
Deadline for articles and cal-
endar items to the February,
2005 Community Alliance
newspaper.Sendinformation
fo AllianceEditor@Comcast.
net

Saturday, January 15

8 AM

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. all faith breakfast
and music service at the Ted
C. Wills Community Center,
770 N San Pablo Ave. Key-
note speaker will be Bishop
John Steinbo ck. Members
of the community can enjoy
a delicious breakfast while
listening to various commu-
nity leaders and musical tal-
ent. Cost for the breakfast is
$5.00 and one can of food
per person. For more infor-
mation contact Dr. Sudhar-
shan Kapoor (559) 435-2212

Sunday, January 16

1 PM

Humanists of the San Joa-
quin Valley meet at the Hors-
ley Hall, (behind UU Church)
4144 North Millborook Avenue.
For info call June @ 6451719
or visit their website at http://
fresno.nhumanists.net

Sunday, January 16

5:30 PM

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Candlelight Vigil at
the Fresno City Hall Fountain,
2600 Fresno Street. Candle-
light vigil fo be held in com-
memoration of the Rev.
Dr. King. Spoken word by
Marylee McGough; keynote
speaker will be Walt Perry of
Fresno Metro Ministries, with

MION,

the evening song lead by
Micah Morris. For more infor-
mation contact Vickie Fouts
at (559) 658-8260.

Monday, January 17

10 AM

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. march and food
drive to end childhood hun-
ger in Fresno will start at St.
John's Cathedral at 2814
Mariposa Avenue (you are
encouraged fo arrive at
9:30 AM). A “mountain of
food" to end childhood hun-
ger will be collected at the
church. The march will take
place from St. John's to City
Hall, then to the Veteran's
Memorial Auditorium. The
march will begin promptly
at 10 AM. For more informa-
tion contact Enrique Reade
(559) 240-2159 or James Lett
Il (559) 284-6420.

Monday, January 17

11 AM
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Commemoration

Program at Memorial Audito-
rium, Fresno Street between
N and O Streets (across from
the Fresno Water Tower). An
inspiring and enjoyable pro-
gram will be hosted by the
City of Fresno’s Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Unity Com-
mittee. Keynote speaker:
Captain Janet Davis of the
Clovis Police Department.
For more information con-
tact Ed C. Bailey (559) 304-
5772.

Thursday, January 20
6:30-9:30 PM

Progressive Thursdayishosted
by the GROW working group
of the Fresno County Green
Party. It is a free, wheelchair
accessible event, and open
to anyone interested in dis-
cussing topics of interest in
the progressive community.
This is the first of six events
scheduled for a Thursday in
the odd numbered months.
Contact Larry Mullen (559)
227-0293 or Leah Haymond.

The event wil be held at
Round Table Pizza, 5763
N. First Streetf in Fresno (SW
corner of Bullard and First).
Doors open  6:30--Video
7:00--Discussion to follow.
The video this month will be
THE END OF SUBURBIA: Oil
Depletfion and the Collapse
of the American Dream (see
http://endofsuburbia.com)

Thursday, January 20

10 PM

“Should We Be In Irag?” The
Fresno Center for Nonvio-
lence discusses the issue of
the U.S. occupation of Iraqg.
FCNV board members ar-
gue for and against the con-
tinued U.S. occupation. KNXT
Ch. 49 (Comcast cable ch
9). Panel: Jack Welch, Dan
Yaseen, Angela Price, Valta
Pointer.



Sunday, January 23

4 PM

The Fresno Folklore Soci-
ety presents Jamie Laval &
Hannsjoerg Scheid.. Concert
Series at the First Congrega-
tional Church is located af
2131 Van Ness (just south of
Clinton at Yale) —Celtic fid-
dle & guitar. 21002 National
Scottish Fiddle champion.
$15. Info: 431-3653 www.
fresnofolklore.org  www.jo-
mielaval.com or www.haz-
zazar.com

Friday, January 28

7:30 PM

Lou & Peter Berryman at Uni-
tarian Church. They began
their musical partnership in
high schoolin Appleton, Wis-
consin, way back in the six-
ties. By the eighties, they had
established themselves as a
prominent feature of the
song writing subculture of
Wisconsin's capital, playing
their original material every
week for almost ten years
in the run-down but trendy
music room of Madison’s
Club de Wash. Gradually
expanding their circuit, they
began crisscrossing the con-
tinent and gaining national
atftention with appearances
on such programs as Public
Radio’s A Prairie Home Com-
panion and NPR’s Weekend
Edition. Regular appearanc-
es af festivals and folk music
clubs all across the coun-
try now serve as venues for
the songs contained in their
twelve recordings and three
songbooks, which have
been performed by every-
one from Garrison Keillor to
Peter, Paul and Mary. The
popularity of Lou and Peter
Berryman is a festament to
their inteligent and wick-
edly funny material which is
rich with wordplay and witty
images. This duo is not to be
missed

Lou and Peter Berryman wiill
perform at the Unitarian-Uni-
versalist Church of Fresno,
4144 N. Millorook Ave (Mill-
brook between Ashlan and
Dakota). Tickets: Suggested
donation $20 Tickets in ad-
vance or at the door. Con-
cert info: Larry Bassman, 244-
0562. Childcare available.
This event is sponsored by
the UU Church and the Fres-
no Folklore Society.

Tuesday, February 1

5:30 PM

The National Women's Politi-
cal Caucus of Fresno County
will show “lron Jawed An-
gels” at its monthly meet-
ing in February. The public
is welcome to attend the
viewing.

The HBO film, featuring Oscar
winners Hilary Swank and An-
gelica Houston, shows how
two women broke from the
mainstream women’'s rights
movement and created
a more radical wing. They
dared to push the boundar-
ies of political protest to se-
cure women's voting rightsin
1920. Activists get jailed and
a hunger strike ensues. The
women’s resistfance to be-
ing force-fed earns them the
nickname “The Iron Jawed
Angels.” However, it is their
wills that are made of iron,
and their courage inspires
a nation and changes it for-
ever.

The event will be held at To-

ledo’s Restaurant Banquet
Room, located in Mission Vil-
lage on Shaw Avenue just
east of Highway 41. It's the
southwest corner of Shaw/
Fresno. It's the same center
as Kim's Viethamese.

adve the Date
Saturday, February 12, 2005

Alternative Media Conference 1n Fresno

COST: $15 per person [in-
cludes dinner]. Note: This
is the cost of each NWPC
dinner meeting. RSVP is re-
quired by noon on Mon-

day, Jan. 31, 2005. Pleos? * Workshops on photojournalism. We expect
call  225-3116 or email I, have both a beginning and advanced workshop
phoebe@phoebehoward.

com

Tuesday, February 1

6:30 PM

Olive Branch Sangha pres-
ents the documentary film
Steps of Mindfulness: A Jour-
ney with Thich Nhat Hanh at
the Woodward Park Branch
Library (944 E. Perrin Ave.).
The event is free and open
to the public. Join world-re-
nowned Zen master Thich
Nhat Hanh on an inner
journey to the roots of Bud-
dhism. Thomas LuGchinger's
lyric account of Thich Nhat
Hanh's 1997 pilgrimage to
India captures the sights and
sounds of this ancient land.
The film's meditative mood
interweaves spacious, vivid
images of the Indian land-
scape and people with
Thich Nhat Hanh's clear pre-
sentations of the Buddha’s
timeless teachings. For more

advanced writers.

Indymedia.

* Workshop on grassroots journalism. How
to research, write, and publish your article. At least
one class for people who are new to journalism. We
want to bring in activists who are in community
groups to help them better understand the writing
process so they can better tell their stories. If time
permits, we will have another workshop for more

* Alternative radio workshop. We are inviting
journalists who are active in radio news produc-
tion. In addition we hope to have several of the low
power FM and pirate radio activists to attend.

* A workshop on how community
groups can work more effectively
with local media. How to write a Press Re-
lease, hold a press conference and more.

For details, go to: http://www.indybay.org/news/2004/12/1711605.php

Workshops will inclue.

* Learn about your rights to Public Access
Programming on the cable network. Find out
about the struggle for cable access in Fresno and
what that will mean for Free Speech.

* Making Photos & Videos from Inside the
Movement - advocating vs. reporting.

* Making Organizational Web Pages - pub-
lic education through creating and maintaining
web pages of text, photos and video clips. Tech-
niques for using video frames for still images and
other concepts.

It is very likely that additional workshops will be
added. Community groups are welcome to set up
a literature table at this event. Location and the
workshop times are pending and will be posted
soon. For more information contact:

* We will have a workshop on the philoso-
phy and practical side of Indymedia. Learn
how “open publishing” works and how you can
publish your articles, video, photos, and audio to

Mike Rhodes
Editor
Community Alliance magazine
P.O. Box 5077
Fresno Ca 93755
(559) 978-4502
AllianceEditor@comcast.net
http://www.fresnoalliance.com/home/

information, call 486-1574 or
go to http://www.neuhouse.
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Jacob M. Weisberg

Attorney at Law

LAW OFFICE OF
JACOB M. WEISBERG
844 N. VAN NESS AVE.
FRESNO, CA 93728

(559) 441-0201
FAX (559) 442-3164
EMAIL: JIMW@JWEISBERGLAW.COM

The Unitarian Universalist
Church of Fresno

—

Rev. Bryan D. Jessup |
SN

Welcomes vou, whoever you ane

and whomever yvou call family, our doors ane open,
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, Medical Office

Hospital & Home Binth Services

Blg F Street Tiel (550) L0444

Fresno, CA qppoh Fax [g5o) it 7745

Sue Stone MD

| Holistic & Intggrative
Family Mgdicing

559.435.1650
Fax: 559.435,1471
docsusimddocsus. com

Td15 N. Cedar Ave. Sulla #101 = Frésno, CA 53720
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Adanalian & Vasquez

14975 W, Shaw Ave
Fresno, Califormin 9037
Business {559 570-68041

Direct 1559 905-3521
Fax (354 2d4-60 6
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Carmean Pest Management

firsan and Indusirial Pest Condrmil

Ingrid Carmean
Past M inagement Lonsullanl
[ ol Iy acocepring new clients
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F. Q. Box 5036, Fresno, CA 93755 (5359) 225-B491]
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PUT OUT.

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ART GO HAND IN HAND. |S CALLING OUT TO ALL ARTIST IN AND AROUND FRESNO.

WRITERS, MUSICIANS, ART-
ISTS, AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

BE A PART OF A GROWING CULTURE THAT IS UNIQUE TO FRESNO
For more info contact at vernac02@hotmail.com or 559.681.8886



