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OPINION

The Slippery Slope

in Merced
By Nick Osborne

Just recently, the City of Merced placed a ban on the use of
tobacco products, for all new employees. Director of Support
Services, Deneen Proctor, states that the move was prompted
by employee health concerns. Apparently, leaders in Merced
have never heard of equal protection under the law, or the right
to privacy. So what happens if the leaders in Merced decide
that they do not like alcohol? Will new employees have to sign
a contract stating they will never consume alcohol; also a legal
drug?

The whole concept is ridiculous and appears to be motivated
by capital, rather than health concerns. Any way one looks at
it, allowing employees who are already working to be exempt
while new employees are not, is discriminatory. This could
cause tension between employees, and we know that too much
stress is unhealthy; so the move seems counter-productive.

A big question is how the policy is enforced. Will Merced do
urine test on employees reported to have used tobacco? How
much will it cost taxpayers to test for legal drugs? Seems that
money could be better spent on education or the homeless.

Proctor stated, “If we cannot hire people that do smoke, hope-
fully in the long run we’ll see a reduction in our health insur-
ance costs.”

Apparently, it is more important to the leaders in Merced, to
“save a buck”, rather than to protect and respect the freedom
and rights of its citizens. When government starts to dictate
the personal lives of its citizens, we are no longer a Democracy.
Leaders in Merced need to wake up and realize that, even if
there is no “legal” violation of privacy, there is a moral viola-
tion. Thus, Merced begins its journey down that “Slippery
Slope”.

Let’s Consolidate

Local Government

Services
By Ruth Gadebusch

It is time to stop the turfdom! It is time to cooperate among the
various government entities. It is time to look for solutions
rather then reasons not to consolidate.

The recent talks between the North Central Fire District and
the City of Fresno have raised the issue again. If memory serves
me correctly, it is not the first time that discussions have been
conducted. Still, they come to naught.

Mine is a philosophical position, not one of which station
could get there in five minutes, or 3 minutes and 15 seconds,
sooner. | appreciate that seconds make the difference in con-
trolling a fire or destruction of the building, not to mention
saving entrapped persons; however, | can’t help but think that
more than a few seconds might be made up with the ability to
call a fire station without the delay of deciding which one is
the correct one. 1 would note that my home is in close proximity
to one of the fire houses that would be shut down, but I believe
in consolidation enough to take my chances. Even with 911,
an operator must ascertain which station serves a given area
under the current conditions.

In terms of unity why do we even have the islands of so-called
independence, or whatever we think they are, within the city?
Perhaps this is a phenomenon of Fresno, or perhaps it was only
a political awakening for me to discover some forty-odd years
ago on my arrival in Fresno, that my neighbors considered
themselves as living in a rural area so long as they did not have
curbs, street lights and sewers. As one who was raised in a true
rural area, it puzzled me then and still does.

I think the main argument against becoming a part of the city
was: taxes! Remember, this was Prior to the infamous “Prop
13.” The citizen enacted proposition did place something of a
curb on taxes, an evening out, but it has left authorities searching
ever since for ways to provide necessary services. At one time
there was a movement lead by a prominent citizen to “Square
off in ‘84,” or was it 74? So much for that. Look at the city
outline now.

At this point it seems to me that the main effect is to prevent
those of us who live in these islands from voting for a city
council person who ultimately has great influence over our
lives. There can be no disputing that we are affected by the
city regardless of our status.

Just about everything except consolidation has been tried. In
the case of North Central and the City of Fresno, it does not
even require the North Central District to go out of business.

Back when there were financial incentives for school districts
to unify many did, only to use a provision in the law that
allowed them to withdraw after a period of time, taking with
them the higher revenue limit of the unified district. Needless
to say, a stop was put to that and we have not seen much unify-
ing since that time. Never mind, that many of the small dis-
tricts sometimes do not have sufficient candidates to fill the
offices, much less to have contested elections. The advocates
for small districts of all sorts say it is local control. Well, how
much local control is that?

Speaking of elections, how many of us really know much about
the candidates whom we elect to the various boards such as
fire district, irrigation, flood control and on and on? This is
local control? Some of these boards actually pay a stipend for
the service of these board members, limited as the duties may
be. Wouldn’t it make more sense to turn their function over to
the county supervisors?

Yes, | know some of the districts cross county lines but that
takes me back to cooperation. Where there is a will, there is a
way.

For a short time this spring in the sheriff election, it looked as
if we might take a serious look at the possibility of consolidat-
ing some of the sheriff and city police functions. It did not
happen, and now the mayor is exacerbating the situation with
his budget proposal to build a downtown joint policeffire dis-
patch center. As one council member pointed out it would
sabotage future discussions with Fresno County to include the
Sheriff’s Department.

In many ways a joint police/fire dispatch makes infinite sense
but it has waited this long and can wait a bit longer. It makes
more sense,yet, to include the county. We will have a new
sheriff in a few months who just might be more amenable to
looking with a wide open mind. Perhaps the City Council and
the County Board of Supervisors can put aside their territorial-
ity and come together for the good of all.

Integration, in all its aspects, could be a good thing. Our fate is
tied together, let us work together.
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Ruth Gadebusch was born and raised on a Georgia farm. In
1977 she was elected to the Board of Education of Fresno Uni-
fied School District and served for thirteen and a half years. She
continues to be active in the community while serving as Vice-
President of the Center for Civic Education (promoting respon-
sible citizenship and democratic principles internationally) and
writing for the Liberal Opinion, a weekly national newspaper.

Ruth Gadebusch
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Progressive community groups active in the Fresno area:

ACORN
3636 N First #139 « Fresno Ca 93726
Ph (559) 222-9013 « Fax (559 222-9159
caacornfrro@acorn.org

Books Not Bars
Local contact:
(559) 709-5831
www.booksnotbars.org

Californians for Justice
2014 Tulare Avenue Suite 718 « Fresno, CA 93721
Ph: 443-1394 < Fax: 433-1343
bernardo@caljustice.org

www.caljustice.org

California Prison Moratorium Project
Ph (559) 444-2188
pmpvalle@pacbell.net
WwWw.prisonactivist.org

California Rural Legal Assistance
2115 Kern St, Ste. 370 = Fresno, CA 93721-2100
Ph. (559) 441-8721
http://www.crla.org/

Central California Alliance
Post Office Box 16422 « Fresno, California 93755
Ph (559) 265-7117
speechadvice@yahoo.com

www.ccafresno.org

The Central California Institute
1584 N. Van Ness » Fresno Ca 93728-1941
(559) 455-0821
centralcalinstitute@riseup.net

Central California Criminal Justice Committee
559-229-9807
http://cccjc.org/home/

Central California Legal Services
Ph. (559) 570-1209
fresno@centralcallegal.org

http:www.centralcallegal.org

Central Valley Progressive PAC
P. O. Box 5845 = Fresno, Ca 93755
(559) 559-444-2204
info@cvppac.org
WWW.CVpPpac.org

Centro Azteca de Informacion en Fresno
Franco Duarte
(559) 485-0944 » Fax (559) 459-0744
centroaztecafresno@hotmail.com

Centro La Familia Advocacy
2014 Tulare St., #717 = Fresno, CA 93721
Ph. (559) 237-2961 « Fax (559) 237-2968

de San Joaquin
Comité No Nos Vamos
Comite PRO UNO
Fresno Copwatch
453 N. Fresno Street « Fresno, CA 93701
Ph. (559) 498-6033 * Fax 497-0206
IWAPGH@aol.com

Community Alliance newspaper
P.O. Box 5077 = Fresno, CA 93755
Ph. (559) 978-4502 = Fax (559) 226-3962
AllianceEditor@Comcast.net
http://www.fresnoalliance.com/home/

Community Link
PO Box 4959 e Fresno, CA 93744
Ph. (559) 266-5465 or 226-5377
Fax (559) 486-3464
clinkinc@aol.com
http://www.communitylinkfresno.org/

Death Penalty Focus
Families & Friends of Prisoners Support Group
1917 S. Chestnut Ave., #13-G
Fresno, CA 93702
Phone/Fax: (559) 255-9492
maria.telesco@att.net
http://www.fresnoalliance.com/focus/

El Colegio Popular
Cathedral Education Center
2839 Mariposa Street « Fresno, CA 93721
Ph. (559) 441-7131 = Fax (559) 441-7155

El Com. Para Bienestar de Earlimart;
Californians for Pesticide Reform, Central Valley
P.O. Box 10725 » Earlimart, CA 93219
Ph. (661) 849-0669 = Fax: (661) 849-2205
teresahbd@adi.com

Coalicion por los Derechos de los Immigrantes del Valle

http://www.citizenship.net/about/orgs/partners/ecp.htm

El Concilio Immigration Project
1532 Fresno St « Fresno, CA 93706-1627
Ph. (559) 485-0679

Fresno County Bicycle Coalition
(559) 444-2065
info@fresnobike.com
www.fresnobike.org

Food Not Bombs (Saturday)
fresnofnb@yahoo.com

Food Not Bombs (Sunday)
Mark/Miriam at (559) 442-0966

Frente Indigena Oaxaqueno Binacional
(Office)
Ph. (559) 499-1178 = Fax (559) 268-0484
Ivasquez@sbcglobal.net
http://www.fiob.org/

Fresno Barrios Unidos
4403 E Tulare Ave » Fresno Ca 93702
Phone: (559) 453-9662 = Fax: (559) 453-9548
ssfbu@aol.com
http://barriosunidos.net/

Fresno Center for New Americans
4879 E Kings Canyon Road = Fresno Ca 93727
Ph. (559) 255-8395  Fax. (559) 255-1656
silascha@fresnocenter.com
www.fresnocenter.com

Fresno Center for Nonviolence dedicated to peace
and social justice
1584 N. Van Ness « Fresno Ca 93728-1941
Ph. (559) 237-3223
info@centerfornonviolence.org
www.centerfornonviolence.org

Fresno County Green Party
Ph. (559) 265-3647
fresno@greens.org
www.fresnogreens.org

Fresno Folklore Society
Ph. (559) 229-8808
ckjohns@pachbell.net
ckjl2@csufresno.edu
http://home.pacbell.net/ckjohns/

Fresno Metro Ministry
1055 N Van Ness Suite H = Fresno, CA 93728
Ph. (559) 485-1416 = Fax (559) 485-9109
metromin@fresnometmin.org
http://www.fresnometmin.org/

Fresno Free College Foundation/Radio station KFCF
Ph. (559) 233-2221 « Fax (559) 233-5776
Studio, Call-in Line: (559) 266-8888
office@kfcf.org
http://www.kfcf.org

Habitat for Humanity
Ph. (559) 237-4102 » Fax (559) 237-1451
habitatfresnotm@hotmail.com
http://www.habitatfresno.org/

Health Care for All
Ph. 559-251-5662
larrytrullinger@sbcglobal.net
also contact:
lynnj@csufresno.edu Ph. (559) 434-0427 or
edperez57@yahoo.com Ph. (559) 261-2423
www.healthcareforall.org

The Interfaith Alliance of Central California
Ph. (559) 225-1438
iaccfresno_1@hotmail.com

Latino Issues Forum (LIF)
Fresno Regional Office
550 E. Shaw Ave, Suite 240  Fresno, Ca 93710
(559) 241-6561 (Office) = (559) 241-6563 (Fax)
rleon@lif.org
http://www.lif.org

League of Women Voters

Ph. (559) 226-8683 = Fax (559) 268-1930
info@fresno.ca.lwvnet.org
http://fresno.ca.lwvnet.org/

Living Wage Committee
559-222-5240
fsivak@msn.com

The Merced Labor Party
P.O. Box 1136 = Merced, Ca 95341
(209) 631-6461
ssandovala@comcast.net

National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP)
\oice: (559) 485-5778 = Fax: (559) 485-5783
naacp41038@aol.com

National Action Network
xfloyd@aol.com

www.nancal.org

Pan-Valley Institute
1440 W. Shaw Ave., Suite A = Fresno, CA 93711
Ph. (559) 222-7678 = Fax (559) 222-7682
mnateras@afsc.org

www.afsc.org

Parents & Friends of Lesbians/gays
Ph. (559) 434-6540

Peace Fresno
P.O. Box 16133 « Fresno, CA 93755
Ph. 559-487-2515
president@peacefresno.org
www.peacefresno.org

People with Power
Ph. (559) 255-3818
peoplewithpower@yahoo.com

Planned Parenthood Mar Monte
633 N. Van Ness » Fresno, CA 93728
Ph. (559) 488-4913 « Fax (559) 488-4940
http://www.ppmarmonte.org

Proyecto Campesino
Ph. (559) 733-4844 « Fax (559) 733-2360
gmartinez@afsc.org
http://www.afsc.org/pacificmtn/visalia.htm

Radio Bilingue KSJV 91.5
Ph. (559) 455-5777
mariax@radiobilingue.org
http://www.radiobilingue.org/

The Relational Culture Institute
Ph. (559) 276-2304 « Fax (559) 276-2304
keith@relational-culture.com
www.relationalculture.org

The Sleeping Bag Project
Ph. (559) 226-1356
jeanchipp@sbcglobal.net
http://www.fresnoalliance.com/sbp/

South Valley Peace Center
info@svpc.info
http://www.svpc.info/

St. Benedict Catholic Worker
4022 N Cheryl = Fresno, CA 93705
Ph. (559) 229-6410 = Cell. 977-3648
LizaOSB@yahoo.com

WWW.SbCcw.org

Stone Soup
Ph. (559) 224-7613 » Fax (559) 224-2981
stonesoupfresno@yahoo.com
www.stonesoupfresno.org

Stonewall Democrats
Ph. (559) 226-3717
ckrugman@sbcglobal.net
fresnostonewall@mangen.com
http://www.mangen.com/stonewall/

Sun Mt
Ph. (559) 855-3710
mail@sunmt.org
http://www.sunmt.org

Tehipite Chapter Sierra Club
Ph. (559) 229-4031

http://www.tehipitesierraclub.org/

United Black Men
1929 E. Church Ave
Fresno 93710

Women'’s International League for Peace and Freedom
P.O. Box 5114 « Fresno, CA 93755
Ph. (559) 658-8260
socialjustice@sti.net
http://www.fresnoalliance.com/wilpf/




