Freedom From War: Transforming A
Movement Of Pieces Into A Peace

Movement
By Dave Dionisi

Do you ever wonder why we just don’t end the war with a
general strike? Certainly, if the majority of Americans who
already oppose the war refused to go to work, we would end the
war in a matter of months.

I believe the answer is we must organize and welcome other
peace organizations as we welcome our family and our local
peace organization members. If we do this, we can end the
illegal Iraq war, prevent an attack on Iran, and restore our
democracy with well coordinated acts of civil obedience. If
joining a general strike is something Americans are not ready
for, then we must wake up fellow citizens with programs to help
them take that first step against the war.

Freedom From War is an organization designed to help the
peace movement work together and help individuals speak
out for peace. Our vision is a world at peace, made possible by
freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom from want, and
freedom from fear. To help end and prevent future wars, we
work to transform from a world based on greed, pain and cru-
elty to a world based on generosity, compassion and love.

\We are an open source non-profit that welcomes everyone de-
siring a world of nonviolence, peace and social justice. The
open source term comes from the software industry and means
programs and best practices are made freely available to end-

users who have various degrees of rights to modify and redis-
tribute what we offer back into the community.

Freedom From War offers non-violent peace education pro-
grams to all ages that:

are scalable nationally and internationally.

have a high return on energy.

help transform the peace movement into a cohesive force for
non-violent change.

We exist to transform the current movement of pieces into a
peace movement. We invest our energy because we want to
safeguard life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We hun-
ger for a world with meaning and authenticity. We want to
contribute to the common good because we become lost when
life is focused on accumulating material goods.

We are careful not to duplicate existing efforts of other organi-
zations. For example, we engage the public in thoughtful dis-
cussions with our “Stand Up For Peace” program. This program
enables individuals and organizations to make a difference by
participating in a massive peace collage. Individuals who are
18 or older can participate by sending a digital picture where
they are holding a sheet of paper with a statement for peace to
freedomfromwar@sbcglobal.net. To see the current collage, go
to www.freedomfromwar.org/standupl.htm.

Wk also teach peace via resources like the Happy Cricket, the
Did You Know & What To Do series and the American

Every Tuesday ¢ 7 PM
Peace Fresno meets at the Fresno Center for
Nonviolence at 1584 N Van Ness, south of
McKinley. If you want to help stop Bush’s endless
war against the world, come to this meeting! For
an up-to-the-minute listing of all peace actions in

the Fresno area, call the Fresno Center for
Nonviolence at (559) 23PEACE (237-3223). For
more information about Peace Fresno,
call 487-2515 or visit their Web site at
www.peacefresno.org.

Hiroshima book. The Happy Cricket is a peace education pro-
gram designed for children. Our educational materials can be
used to enhance the efforts of other peace organizations. An-
other powerful way to raise awareness is with the Freedom
From War online documentaries (see http://
www.freedomfromwar.org/videos.htm). These resources help
peace organizations educate groups and individuals.

The Fresno peace community understands this and was well
represented by Jean Hays and Dan Yaseen at the Freedom
From War June 10th meeting in Davis. Peace Fresno is helping
to lead the way and has agreed to join Freedom From War.
Together with Peace Fresno, Freedom From War welcomes all
peace groups in the Central Valley.

Peace will prevail! Working together is the key acceleration
pedal for rapidly ending the war. Visit www.freedomfromwar.org
today, Stand Up For Peace and discuss the idea of a general
strike with your friends.

July 4 Celebration
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The public is invited to The 9th Annual 4th of July Celebration of our Diversity Brunch at O'Neill Park,
CSUF Campus (Barstow between Maple and Chestnut streets). Sponsored by the Interfaith Alliance of
California. Honoring the racial and religious pluralism that makes America Great!

This grand event representing the pluralism of Fresno that makes America great, features flags and enter-
tainment from the variety of faith and cultural groups in the Fresno area. This year’s brunch will be a
Laotian Brunch. Join the Celebration of the Diversity of our Country on the 4th of July with the Interfaith
Alliance of Central California. For further information call 225-1438.

The public is invited to join Interfaith Groups for a Brunch, and celebrate with music, dance and
entertainment from the variety of faith and cultural groups represented here in the Fresno Area. The grand
celebration includes an opening Flag Ceremony, and entertainment representing the pluralism of Fresno
that makes America great.

Suggested donation: $5 for adults, $2 for children under 12, with a maximum of $15 per family. For tickets
or further information, please call Edie or Bryan Jessup at 255-1438. Tickets will be available at the
brunch, also.

Last year over 600 people enjoyed entertainment, Brunch, and friendship celebrating America’s Plural-
ism. Entertainment this year will include: Tocanto Brazilian ensemble; Classical Dance of India; Fresno Gumyo Taiko drummers; Gubdhi Sidhu Sikh
dancers; the Vang Sisters/Traditional Hmong dancing; Heartland Harvest; Terry Lewis; Jamelle Todd, Soul Vocalist; Larry Bassman and Stolen Thunder;
Lebanese Traditional Dabke Dancers; and more!

The Interfaith Alliance of Central California is an inclusive, progressive group in the Central San Joaquin Valley committed to: Affirming religious
pluralism and celebrating differences; Protecting minority rights; Separation of Church and State; and Civility in political debate.

4th of July Diversity Celebration Committee: Fr. Perry Kavookjian; Bryan and Edie Jessup, , Babs and Saul Eskin, Ashraf Ibrahim, Rev.Floyd Harris, Anne
Jenny, Rachel Carpenter, Dr. Mohinder Singh Poonia; J.P. Sethi, Ghassane Habib, Ray Ensher, Al Evans, Su Kapoor.

Rev. Bryan Jessup, Co-Chair, Interfaith Alliance of Central California 225-1438, w. 227-6146
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Zhe Third Annual Gene ISluestein /MNemorial Concert

featurmg

The Bluestein Family

Joel « Evo « Frayda « Jemmy

Friday, October 6
8:00 pm

Tower Theatre for the Performing Arts
815 E. Olive Ave., Fresno

Tickets on sale now!

(559) 485-9050

towe l'theatrefresno.org

Local Think Tank Presents Series
of Articles in the Community Al-
liance

Some of our region’s best analysts are fellows of the Central
California Institute, our local progressive think tank. To pro-
vide a forum for the work of our fellows and kindred spirits, we
have contracted with the Community Alliance for a series of
five articles on subjects of local importance. The continuation
of the Institute depends on the interest and support of the
community. To utilize the expertise of the fellows, to comment
on the work of the Institute, or to provide financial underwrit-
ing, contact CCI c/o FCNV, 1584 N Van Ness, Fresno 93728 or
call Ray Ensher at 439-8140.

Medicare Part D

By Gene Roza

Congressional leaders asked Speaker of the House Dennis
Hastert last January to start an investigation into how the Medi-
care Part D plan was passed. Their letter was headed: “Demo-
cratic leaders call Medicare drug legislation the product of a
“Corrupt legislative process”, and it demanded exposure of
the scandal-tainted lobbying, the denial to Congressional
members of the opportunity to offer amendments, and the fact
that the vote was held up for hours into the night while
Congressmembers were arm-twisted and bribed into passing it.

Additionally, cost estimates of the legislation were illegally
withheld. During the debate, Tom Scully, a high-level Con-
gressional analyst, assured Congress that the Medicare drug
benefit would not exceed $400 billion over 10 year. In fact,
the Medicare actuary, Richard Foster, had correctly predicted
it would be over $600 billion. Scully threatened Foster with
loss of his job if he shared this information with Congress. This
act by Scully is a violation of multiple federal laws. Then
Scully left his government position to take a job at Alston &
Bird, a firm that represents several pharmaceutical companies,
where he registered as a lobbyist. Representatives Bill Tauzin
and James Greenwood, who were key to procuring passage of
the bill, also later accepted jobs with the drug and biotech
industries, which benefit from the drug bill. The final bill

reflects a deplorable breakdown in the legislative process. In
effect, millions of seniors and U.S. taxpayers are paying a costly
“Corruption Tax”.

What can we do about this disaster known as Medicare Part
“D™? One answer lies at the ballot box and with who we elect
to represent us taxpayers, consumers, seniors, care providers
and families. CARA (California Alliance for Retired Ameri-
cans) developed a California Legislator Score Card on 16 high
priority bills that can have an impact on seniors and low-in-
come people, bills addressing prescription drugs, affordable
housing, elder abuse, health care, and the like. So let’s iden-
tify some Central Valley representative and see how they scored
(with 100% being the best) : Juan Arambula 94%, Bill Maze
25%,Nicole Parra 88%, Michael Vilines 19%, Roy Ashburn
25%, Dean Florez 93%, Charles Poochigian 25%, and
Governator himself 46%. Remember these names and scores
in November.

Statewide, OuRX Coalition (see note below) believes that con-
sumer needs should come before the profits of drug companies,
and is working toward that end. They are backing critical leg-
islation at the state level that begins to address the burgeon-
ing costs of health care: AB-75 would establish the California
Rx Plus State Pharmacy Program to leverage the state’s pur-
chasing power, primarily through its Medi-Cal program, to ne-
gotiate drug prices.

AB-2877 would create the California Rx Prescription Drug
Web-site Program, to provide information about drug purchas-
ing options. SB-163 would require drug companies who con-
tract with the state to disclose the percentage of their national
operating budget that is spent on marketing as compared to
research & development.

SB-1638 would require these same companies to make pub-
licly available the results of all their clinical trials for the
drugs they sell in California. AB-71 would establish the Of-
fice of California Drug Safety Watch, a clearing house ofr in-
formation about safety and effectiveness of prescriptions ad-
vertised on TV.

On the national level, MediCare Part *“:D” needs to be changed.
Enrollment was chaotic, with millions pushed too quickly into
making decisions that were extremely complex. (Choosing a

plan became known as “The Valley of Tiers” because 47 plans
each with different “tiers” of choice were offered, making an
informed choice almost impossible) Medi-Cal beneficiaries
were especially disadvantaged in this process, as these so-
called Medi-Medis lose access to life-saving drugs or are forced
to pay extremely high co-payments, while being faced with
late enrollment penalties that last a lifetime. Also Part “D”
created “DONUT HOLES” where there is no coverage for drug
costs between $2,500 to $5,100, even while monthly payments
are still due.

Part D, remarkably, prevents the federal government from ne-
gotiating lower prices for drugs. Meanwhile, it allows drug com-
panies to switch the drugs and prices they offer at will, but
seniors are locked into plans for up to a year. And it is planned
that, over the next 8 years, the average monthly premium will
increase from $32 to $64; the average deductible will increase
from $250 to $437, and the DONUT HOLE will expand from
$2,850 to $4,984. Clearly this plan was designed to privatize
Medicare with a high bottom line for the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, not for the benefit of consumers.

So, before we vote again we need to ask all candidates in local,
state and federal elections where they stand on issues that
have such a dramatic impact on this nation’s elderly and those
in need of health care. This election year, if candidates want
your vote, insist they take a positive stand on these issues. The
Alliance for Retired Americans (ARA) produced a 2005 Con-
gressional Voting Record of all national elected officials. Go
to www.californiaalliance.org to find your representatives’ vot-
ing records. Also posted are a series of questions you can ask
the candidates seeking your support. “Silence Is Not An Op-
tion”.
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Note: OuRXx coalition Steering Committee includes representa-
tives from: Aids Healthcare Foundation; California Alliance for
Retried Americans; California Labor Federation; Consumers
Union; CALPIRG; Congress of California Seniors; Gray Pan-
thers California; Greenling Institute; Health Access California;
Latinos Coalition for a Healthy California; Older Women’s
League; and the Senior Action Network.



