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Have you ever wondered about the number of  people,
United States citizens, who have been disenfranchised from
voting in general elections due to past criminal convic-
tions? There are many politicians throughout America
speaking in favor to allow felons to vote again.

Prisoner’s rights advocates are finding support in some
civil rights organizations and prominent political leaders.
The argument is that this disenfranchisement composes
unjust punishment to a large number of Unites States
citizens.

According to the Sentencing Project and Human Rights
Watch, both well-known research organizations, one in five
African American men cannot vote because of their crimi-
nal records. The effort to change this madness has never
been more popular.

Changing this system of  voting depravation for felons has
gained more support among Democrats then Republicans,
a concern advocated mainly by so-called “liberals.” Many
moderates on both sides are reluctant to repudiate the
idea for fear of appearing racists, given the felony voting
laws disproportionate effect on minorities.

Those in favor of  restoring the Constitutional right to vote
back to the prisoners, contend that disenfranchisement
laws stifle due justice for millions of  U.S. citizens after
they have completed their sentences successfully. The
same citizens have returned to society as very productive
Americans. It will not be an easy battle.

According to John F. Cosgrove, Democrat in the Florida
House of  Representatives, “You probably are going to see
a cautious approach to this, even among most of the Demo-
crats.”

Votes From Within
The Disenfranchisement of American
Citizens
By: Boston Woodard

There are several public interest lawyers in Florida who
are exploring civil rights lawsuits to challenge the consti-
tutionality of criminal disenfranchisement laws; this mir-
rors efforts elsewhere. In Texas, where an estimated 4.5
percent of the adult population and 21 percent of the
African American male population are disenfranchised,
has eliminated a two-year waiting period that was required
before a felon could apply for restoration of voting rights.

Legislation to make it easier to restore voting rights for
felons in Alabama failed several years ago on a tie vote in
the legislature. In Alabama, where 7.5 percent of adults
and nearly 31.5 percent of African American men are
banned from voting. Sponsors say they are optimistic that
a similar measure will succeed very soon.

The numbers of disenfranchisement vary widely from state
to state. In 46 states and District of Columbia, felons are
prohibited from voting while in prison. In addition, 32 states
prohibit offenders from voting while on parole and 29 bar
voting while on probation. Felons are banned for life from
voting in 14 states, a prohibition that can be waived only
through a gubernatorial pardon or some other form of clem-
ency. Only four states — Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Vermont — allow prisoners to vote.
The practice of stripping criminals of their civil rights is
rooted in ancient Greek and Roman traditions and has
always been a part of  U.S. law. Some scholars have pointed
out that in several states those laws were honed with rac-
ist intent.

In 1993, Andrew L. Shapiro wrote in a Yale Law review
article, “Many southern states tailored their criminal dis-
enfranchisement laws, along with other qualifications, to
increase the effect of these laws on black citizens.” Shapiro
said that toward the end of  the last century, disenfran-
chisement laws were often crafted to include crimes that
blacks supposedly committed more frequently than whites.

Alabama State Representative Yvonne Kennedy stated,
“The statistics on this issue are really frightening.... With
the huge number of people disenfranchised, you’re really
not open to all of the citizenry in making decisions.’

Another State Representative in Alabama, Michael D.
Rogers said, “It is not asking too much for these folks to
petition to have their rights restored,” who in the past had
opposed efforts to ease the process for restoring felon
rights.

The sharp increase in the number of disenfranchised
people has prompted major civil rights groups, including
Jesse Jackson’s Rainbow/PUSH Coalition and the NAACP,
to make restoring voting rights for felons a priority. The
effort is also supported by many national religious organi-
zations, including the United Methodist Church, the Pres-
byterian Church USA and the National Council of
Churches.

###

Boston Woodard is a prisoner/journalist who has written for
the San Quentin News and the Soledad Star, and edited The
Communicator.  The Department of  Corrections has pulled
the plug on all three publications.
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7Back to School . . .
don’t be caught short
By Scott Key

It seems that summer just started but, as temperatures
continue to climb, it is time to start thinking about school.
School?  Already?  While in years past the end of summer
was marked by the Labor Day long weekend, now many
schools begin by the third week in August. Thousands of
students and their families have begun to fan out to local
stores with their back-to-school lists of clothes, books and
school supplies, hoping not to be caught short. Yet most back-
to-school lists are missing an essential item — an “opt-out”
form.

The war in Afghanistan and Iraq continues.  Close to 3,000
service personnel have died and thousands more have been
wounded.  New enlistees are needed, but recruitment lags.
To address this need, the Bush administration has increased
the number of military recruiters and sent them out to find
young people wherever they gather — shopping malls, skate-
board parks, and high schools.  With monthly recruitment
goals to meet, the recruiters change their tactics to suit their
targets.  Students with multiple options after high school are
reminded of  patriotism and sense of  duty.  Students who
lack opportunities for employment and further education are
enticed with promises of money for college and job training
(for more information on these promises check out http://
www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/20_04/prom204.shtml).

Recruiters have been aided by the No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act of 2001.  As part of the Bush administration’s
preparations for war, the government deepened the connec-
tion between schools and the military through NCLB.  Bur-
ied deep inside this centerpiece of the Bush administration’s
education policy, Section 9528 “Armed Forces Recruiter Ac-
cess to Students and Student Recruitment Information”
requires school districts that receive federal funds to provide
military recruiters with high school student contact informa-
tion (i.e., name, address, and phone number) unless the stu-
dent or parent opts           out of  this student directory.  In
essence, the Bush administration has given military recruit-
ers access to millions of  potential enlistees.  With this stu-
dent contact information, military recruiters are able to mail
recruitment materials to students, call students at home,
and even visit their homes. The need for new recruits means
that military recruiters are persistent.  Simply saying no may
not be enough. If students or parents do not want to be
contacted by military recruiters, their best option is to opt
out of releasing student contact information.

Through the efforts of  the Central Valley Counter Recruit-
ment Coalition, the Fresno Unified School District (FUSD)
has agreed to include opt-out forms in the student informa-
tion packets AND to distribute the forms to all high school
students during the second week of classes.  In addition,
FUSD is making these forms available in English, Spanish,
and Hmong and has placed them on their website at http://
www.fresno.k12.ca.us/divdept/ss/Miscellaneous.htm (scroll
down to near the bottom of  the page).  Parents and students
now have greater access to an essential back to school item—
the opt-out form.  Students or parents simply need to fill the
form out and return it to their high school office (or other
designated place).  Be sure to talk with the person respon-

sible and keep a copy for your records.  FUSD then collects
the forms and removes students from directories given to the
military.

What if you are part of another school district?  There are
many districts in the Central Valley that do not have a clear
policy on the opt-out option. In fact, many districts do not
have an opt-out form available for students and parents.  No
problem.  Go to the Peace Fresno website (http://
www.peacefresno.org/pdf/Do_Not_Call_Military.pdf), print
the opt-out form, fill it out, and turn it into your district
office.  Be sure to talk with the person responsible and keep a
copy for your records.

While the opt-out form will help students and parents to
complete their back-to-school lists, there are a few other
things to keep in mind as school begins.  Military recruiters
use other tactics to get student contact information and to
entice students to enlist.  If students freely give their infor-
mation to recruiters, then the opt-out form becomes mean-
ingless. One of the most insidious methods used by military
recruiters is the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Bat-
tery (ASVAB) that most school districts give to high school
students.  Often, students are told that they must take the
test, but this is not true.  Students may refuse to take this
test.  But, if students are intimidated into taking the test,
they must choose “Option 8, “ which denies the release of
information to military recruiters. The ASVAB provides mili-
tary recruiters with student contact information AND apti-
tude scores, which the recruiters can use to modify their
messages for individual students.

The second tactic used is competitions.  Military recruiters
will hold a competition (e.g., most chin-ups or push-ups) with
prizes such as Xboxes or CD players.  However, in order to
qualify for these prizes students must fill out registration
cards, giving the recruiters names, addresses, and phone
numbers.  Most students think they are simply signing up for
prizes but, by showing interest, they are signing up to be
targeted by military recruiters.

Remember that military recruitment is well researched and
financed.  Spread the word and help as many students as
possible be ready for school. If students and parents do not
want to be contacted and, in many cases, hounded by mili-
tary recruiters, they need to get ready to go back to school by
filling out opt-out forms, refusing to take the ASVAB, and
avoiding competitions run by military recruiters or JROTC
units.

Instead of recruiting grounds, schools need to be places of
learning that encourage students to explore all options in-
cluding serving through activities that build up and strengthen
others.  Students and parents need to be informed about
their rights and options.  The Central Valley Counter Re-
cruitment Coalition, a collection of civic and religious groups
as well as many individuals who have come together to counter
the aggressive recruitment of young people, is committed to
providing more information and assistance. The Coalition is
affiliated with Peace Fresno (www.peacefresno.org) and can
be reached via email at cvcrc@riseup.net or phone at (559)
487-2515.

Scott Key is a faculty member at Fresno Pacific University. He
is also a member of  the Central Valley Counter Recruitment
Coalition and Peace Fresno.

Counter
Recruitment News
By Scott Key

As causalities mount and recruitment lags, military recruit-
ers are taking full advantage of increased access to high school
students granted through the No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
Act of  2001. Section 9528 “Armed Forces Recruiter Access to
Students and Student Recruitment Information” requires
school districts that receive federal funds to provide military
recruiters with high school student contact information (i.e.,
name, address, and phone number) unless the student or
parent “opt-out” of  this student directory.

The most popular approach has been to create “opt out”
forms to be filled out and turned into districts. Fresno Uni-
fied School District (FUSD) has agreed to send “opt out”
forms in the student information packets AND to distribute
these forms to all high school students during the second
week of  classes. However, many school districts in the Cen-
tral Valley do not have a clear policy on the “opt out” option
nor do they have an “opt out” form available for students and
parents. This means that thousands of high school students
will have their contact information released to military re-
cruiters without their permission.

Assemblywoman Sally Lieber introduced A.B. 1778 (the Stu-
dent and Family Protection Act of  2006) to require high schools
to place the “opt out” option on the emergency information
card. Since this card is required by most high schools as part
of the registration process, it would allow thousands of stu-
dents and parents to choose whether or not to release their
contact information. The California State Assembly passed
this bill on May 25, 2006. The bill has been approved by the
California Senate Committee on Education. Now, it needs to
go to the full Senate for passage then on to the Governor for
signature.

Join the Central Valley Counter Recruitment Coalition (con-
tact: cvcrc@riseup.net or 487-2515) in supporting this bill.
Call and/or write your State Senator to support A.B. 1778.

District 14 –
Senator Dean Flores
2550 Mariposa, Suite 2016
Fresno, CA 93721
(559) 264-3070

District 16 –
Senator Charles Poochigian
4974 E. Clinton, #100
Fresno, CA 93727
(559) 253-7122

AN INVITATION
FROM JAMES

FLETCHER

I am looking for a few like-minded souls to join in a “Coun-
cil of Light”. The key idea is that knowledge is the path
to justice, and the Council would be an agency of truth,
a meeting of  minds, centered upon the theme of  Jus-
tice.

The Rules:
1. Only one person is to share at a time.
2. Everyone is to be treated with respect.
3. Stay focused on the topic at hand.

Questions to be addressed:
1. What is justice?
2. How does justice work?
3. What are the key elements of justice?
4. What is the value of justice?
5. How is one to live justly?

Goal:
To bring light into the world.

If you are interested, please contact me at 252-9465.

[I am a fellow believer in non-violence and the progres-
sive movement to “Take back the earth!” I spend quite
a lot of thought upon the art of revolution, the peaceful
kind.]
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On a foggy June morning on top of  Twin Peaks, I was re-
minded what can happen when groups of people are demon-
ized.

My boyfriend and I were two of many who helped construct
“The Pink Triangle” on a hillside looking down on San
Francisco’s Castro District on the Saturday of  Pride Week-
end. We all scrambled down a steep incline to help lay pink
canvas out; we then drove steel spikes through the canvas
into the ground to anchor it to the hillside.

After we finished, we gathered around for this year’s com-
memoration ceremony.

According to Friends of  The Pink Triangle founder Patrick
Carney, “homosexuals continue to be under attack to this
day, not just verbally and politically, but physically, all over
the world.”

That’s why he feels the display is so important. People must
be reminded of the hatred and prejudice of the past to help
educate people and prevent it from happening again. What
happened in the Holocaust must not be forgotten and must
not be repeated.

“It is through the display that we hope to educate others to
the lessons of the pink triangle,” Carney said. He added “the
same kind of  thinking” exists today, as when the pink triangle
was used by the Nazis to denigrate and shame gay people.

I had vaguely heard that the Nazis used different symbols to
identify “undesirables” in the camps. The most infamous of
those symbols was the yellow “Star of  David”—used to de-
note Jews. But gypsies, political prisoners, Seventh Day
Adventists, and gays each had their own symbols, usually in
the form of a triangle.

Like most of my generation, the specter of the Holocaust is
all too real to me. My father was part of “the Greatest Gen-
eration”—the men who marched off to Africa, Europe, and
the Pacific to defeat the Axis of  Germany, Italy and Japan.
He fought his war in Europe and was one of the first Ameri-
cans to see the horror that was Dachau concentration camp.

The world was stunned by what my father and his com-
rades found at Dachau and the other camps. But, nothing
Hitler did was illegal under the laws of  Germany.

Gays and lesbians were faring well in Weimar, pre-Nazi,
Germany. The community was open and accepted by most
Germans. To gain power, Hitler and his minions first de-
monized groups, like queers, then browbeat the Reichstag
into passing laws illegalizing them. In a few short years, the
German queer community was, legally, destroyed.

I see that history may be repeating itself  in this country.
Extremists are vocally attempting to demonize certain
groups, especially immigrants (legal or otherwise) and gays.
Political allies of  those extremists then attempt to pass dra-
conian laws, stripping away their legal rights. For example,
some extremist Congressmen want to strip American-born
children of  illegal immigrants of  their U.S. citizenship. Other
extremists want to deny gays and lesbians the right to have
families, to work in the jobs that any other American is
allowed to—on the sole basis that we are queer.

As I sat on the tarp at the vista point on top of  Twin Peaks
listening to San Francisco mayor Gavin Newsom and state
Assemblymember Mark Leno, the lesson of The Pink Tri-
angle became starkly clear.

That lesson: That the price of freedom is eternal vigilance!

A Reminder of
Inhumanity
By Dan Waterhouse

QUEER EYE

MEDIATION FOR INNER

PEACE & HAPPINESS
Raja Yoga is the most ancient form of
meditation.
You can learn to maintain stability of  mind
in stressful situations and gain more control
over your life. Both individual and group
instructions are available. No charge. Monthly events: Women

of  Spirit & World Meditation Day.

Call Veena Kapoor: (559) 435-2212
Website: www.bkwsu.com • email: Rajayoga@Gmail.com


