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Ali Rezapour, M.D., Inc.

Personalized Medical Care
For The Whole Family

6769 N. Fresno St., Suite 204 (559) 353-3952
Fresno, CA 93710 Fax (559) 261-2610
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Advertise in the
Community Alliance

Call Dan Yaseen
(559) 432-3445
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In 1996, a week before J.S.’s last family visit, her husband
died.  During that visit her son told her, “Last night I was
going to run away or slit my wrists, but I knew I had this visit
with you, so I came.”

J.S. says, “Now everything is gone.  No visits, no family
boxes.  It’s all punishment.  The guards are lazy. They don’t
want to keep an eye on things.  They lump us all into one mess
and categorize everyone as the same.  They make everyone
look like a man, a man and hard, so they can treat us hard.”

In 2005 the Criminal Justice Institute did a cultural assess-
ment of the CCWF work and social milieus. Interviewers
questioned many staff members, both custody and
noncustody, and several inmates. Many guards referred to
CCWF as “. . . the best-kept secret in the state.  The lack of
violent behavior . . . has resulted in staff  becoming more
accustomed to a ‘relaxed’ correction environment.  Conse-
quently, boredom and complacency have emerged and con-
tribute to the culture at CCWF . . . Not being threatened or
having to ‘watch their backs’ on a daily basis, results in staff
from all levels making small issues into something larger.”

J.S. says, “There are drugs in here but they don’t come through
Receiving and Release (R&R) because all merchandise is or-
dered from vendors.  The vendor prices are high, sometimes
100 percent more costly than the same item on the street.
All the boxes and books that move through R&R are un-
packed by a guard and written on an inventory.  It would be
impossible to get more than a tiny amount through day visit-
ing.”  When asked how drugs get in, J.S. pauses then replies,
“My belief . . . I think the institution allows so much in.
There’s too much observation: guards, cameras, binoculars
and searches.  I say, check the staff  as they come into work.”

J.S.’s most recent Board of  Parole Hearings (BPH) appoint-

ment was July 14, 2006.  She says, “I expect no change.  It’s
like being on trial again.  At every BPH session, one is forced
to relive the events of one’s crime many years before.  The
commissioners want all the little details.  They want you to
remember every minute of a report that’s a quarter century
old.  They look at codefendants’ statements from their hear-
ings and order you to respond.  I don’t know what my code-
fendants said.

”I’m different now. There’s no regard for maturity. For women
who kill, the majority are abused terribly in their early lives.
I was molested since I was six.  It’s my first real memory.

”I don’t even tell my family anymore.  Knowing I’m going to
a BPH hearing gives them hope and there’s no hope.  My
family writes to the BPH and begs for my parole.  It’s too
painful.  The BPH always denies me. They want us to pay
again and again . . . lawyers, courts, fees, all of it.  If you
can’t, oh, well.  Stay in prison.

”After the [overnight] family visits were eliminated for lifers,
my husband was dead, so it was harder for my family to get
my kids here.  My older son lives in Oregon.  My younger son
lives in Fresno and he brings his daughter, my little grand-
daughter, to see me.  My son says, “Mom, if  the family visits
are restored, write or call immediately.  We’ll come.”

Some prisoners, mostly short-termers, can still have family
visits every six weeks.  The visits are limited to two days.  The
inmate and visitors must buy food from the prison’s canteen
list except for a few extra items.  For those who qualify, the
visits make prison bearable.

For the California Department of  Corrections and Rehabili-
tation to be more than Orwellian-speak, it must enact a pro-
gram of true rehabilitation where more of the CDCR budget
is spent on programs than on staff salaries.  It must do all it
can to reconnect prisoners with the larger society and to help
them find their places in it.  This can be done through better
education, job training, and mental health programs than
the ones that currently exist.  Family restoration should be a
top priority and family visits are a crucial element for such a
goal.  Limit the use of restricted custody levels (Close A and
Close B) that only exist to enhance the number of staff posi-
tions and to further segregate inmates within the prison.  Give
us back our quarterly boxes from our families and/or friends;
they sustain an important “link of  love” and are much cheaper
than vendor boxes for our families to assemble.  Let us look
like women again in all our individual permutations.

Note:   The Criminal Justice Institute used CAP (the Institu-
tional Culture Assessment Protocol), “a standardized process
and instrumentation designed specifically for use in assessing a
prison’s culture,” to describe the CCWF work and living envi-
ronments from June 6, 2005, through June 14, 2005.  Its report

Friday, September 1 at 7:00 PM
A special community forum titled “Voices of  Courage”
featuring Cindy and Craig Corrie, parents of Rachel
Corrie.

Fresno City College
A display of the Rachel Corrie Exhibit starting on Mon-
day, August 29 through Thursday, August 31 at the Stu-
dent Lounge, South Side of Cafeteria

A special presentation by Cindy and Craig Corrie on
Wednesday, August 30 at 12 noon at the Student Lounge,
South Side of Cafeteria

Arte Americas
A display of the Rachel Corrie Exhibit starting on Mon-
day, August 21 through Friday, August 26

A special presentation on
Thursday, August 25 at 7:00
PM

Eyewitness Report from Pal-
estine featuring Don Friesen
of  the Christian Peacemaking
Team has just left to Pales-
tine and will be providing an
update upon his return

California State University
Fresno
A special presentation by
Cindy and Craig Corrie on
Thursday, August 31 at 7:00
PM.

While in Fresno, Cindy and
Craig Corrie will be taping a
special TV segment at KNXT,
Channel 49 as part of the
Catholic Diocese program,
Forum for a Better Under-

“They make everyone look like a
man, a man and hard, so they can

treat us hard.”

was published January 5, 2006, by the Criminal Justice Insti-
tute, Inc., Middleton, Connecticut  (860) 704-6400.

Sara Jane Olson is a prisoner, a mother and an activist.  She is
from Minnesota, where her husband and daughters still reside,
transplanted to CCWF for a long - though impermanent - so-
journ

Prisons Continued from page 5

Alternatives continued from page 1

WATER: WHAT EVERYONE NEEDS
TO KNOW

DOWN TO THE LAST DROP
By Lydia Flores

Water, water everywhere and we think we may not have enough to drink.  We hear the terms water banking, water-
sheds and privatization, but what does it all mean? How does it affect us? When the media gives us headlines and no
real information and our legislators do not reveal their real intent, we don’t have information to decide whether   they
are choosing the right solutions for our water concerns. Sometimes the words that are chosen make us assume that
all is being taken care of.  We need honest truth.

The Department of Public Utilities sends us booklets telling us not to use the garbage disposal. It is too difficult to
recycle the water.  We are told that we are over-drafting.. That means taking too much water from the aquifer. Yet
our elected local officials continue to grant permits to the developers though residences potentially use more water
than farmlands.  The homes at Armstrong and International already have wells that have gone dry and water has to
be trucked in. The residents at Auberry and Shaver Lake complain about low water pressure.   Who is looking after
the water?

 With expensive infrastructure bond measures on this November’s ballot, including hundreds of  million of  dollars for
water-related items, it would be wise for us to learn more about the water system. We may be able to avoid an unduly
amount of  debt being passed on to our grandchildren.  At the Latino Issues Forum, Senator Dean Florez stated that
the legislators were divided in the vote on Temperance Dam. He said that it was up to us to focus our legislators by
writing that we want a dam, underground storage, and the infrastructure at the Delta enlarged.  Why is Senator
Florez promoting a dam while the feasibility study will not be completed until 2009?  What is going on?

 In order to learn more about WATER, the Central Valley Progressive PAC has organized a Water Forum.  This event
is co-hosted by the UU Social Justice Committee and Women International League of  Peace and Freedom (WILPF).

On Thursday, August 24th at 7 p.m. Lloyd Carter, the environmentalist, journalist and lawyer heads a team of
experts in their fields.  Steve Haze,Program Coordinator for the Millerton Area Watershed Coalition under a grant
from the California Bay Delta Authority,  Dr. John Suen who is a hydrologist  and a professor of  geology at CSUF as
well as Ron Pistoresi, farmer and chairman of the Madera Irrigation District board of directors which is proposing
the Madera  Ranch groundwater bank program. These water experts will provide us with valuable information. Each
will speak to one of four issues. Bring your questions.  Steve Haze says  “ It is time to get closer to the truth. “.  Let’s
hear it at the UU Church, 4144 North Millbrook Avenue at Ashlan. It is a FREE EVENT.

standing. Also, on Wednesday, August 30th, the Corrie
will appear live on KFCF, 88.1 FM as guests of  the radio
program, Stir It Up, a program of  Peace Fresno.

For more information about the exhibit and the aware-
ness campaign, contact Kamal Abu-Shamsieh, director
of  Islamic Cultural Center of  Fresno at (559) 297-9535,
email director@icfresno.org or visit www.icfresno.org.

The exhibit and the awareness campaign are supported
and co-sponsored by various individuals and the follow-
ing institutions; Fresno Center for Non-Violence, Peace
Fresno, Pan American Institute, Iranian Culture & Art
Club-Fresno, Reedley Peace Center, Fresno Friends Meet-
ing “Quakers”, American Friends Service Committee,
Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom,
Arte Americas & Fresno City College—Social Science Di-
vision.

###

Kamal Abu-Shamsieh is the Director of the Islamic Cul-
tural Center of  Fresno and may be reached via email
director@icfresno.org
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“The homeless people that live here are the luckiest homeless
in Fresno.”  Surprised by the statement, I asked undercover
Fresno Police Officer Rey Wallace what he meant.  “They
have maid service.  We come out and clean up for them about
every other week.”  The cleaning party that day in late June
was particularly vigorous.

The letter handed out by the Fresno Police Department,
giving notice of the “clean up” said they would “start at
8:00am.”  I arrived at 7:50 AM and the destruction of prop-
erty was already well under way.  One homeless woman told
me that everything she owned had been destroyed because
she was a few minutes too late to save it.  “I had paper work
in there that can’t be replaced,” she said.

Once the “clean up” crew had made its way all of the way
down the Caltrans property on E street (on the West side of
E near Ventura) they swung around and headed down the
East side of E street.  This caught the homeless community
completely off guard.  Until that day the City Sanitation
Department would go down the Caltrans strip of land with a
bulldozer, sweep it clean, and then leave.  The homeless,
every other time this had happened, simply moved their
possessions to the other side of the street.   After the clean up
crew was gone, the homeless
would move back to the West
side of the street and re-build
their encampment.  But, this
time the Fresno Sanitation De-
partment, backed up by a
larger than usual Fresno Police
Department contingent, made
a U turn and pulled onto the
East side of E street.  Stunned
homeless people watched as all
the possessions they had re-
moved from Caltrans property
were loaded into the dump
truck.

The shopping carts and piles of possessions stacked up on the
sidewalk, on the East side of E street were thought to be safe
because no notice had been given that there would be a change
in procedures.  Besides, the sidewalk is public property.  Many

Fresno Homeless Attacked by the City
By Mike Rhodes

of  the homeless had removed their possessions as instructed
and then left to eat, work, or do whatever they would nor-
mally do on a Thursday morning.  As officer Wallace directed
the clean up crew to throw away anything not in the posses-
sion of someone, the homeless people still in the area mobi-
lized to save whatever they could.

One clean up crew worker was overheard saying “I wish I had
a nickel for every cart we destroy.”  Dallas Blanchard, from
Food Not Bombs ( see http://home.comcast.net/~fresnofnb/
), tried to prevent the workers from throwing the homeless
peoples possessions away.  He was forced from his position
directly in back of the garbage truck.  Liza Apper from the
St. Benedict Catholic Worker ( see: http://www.sbcw.org/ )
stood in front of some shopping carts.  She was repeatedly
told to move but refused.  Apper was able to save a couple of
grocery carts full of items.

But that did not stop the police and the clean up crew.  They
simply moved a few feet be-
yond Apper and threw entire
carts into the dump truck.
Several people tried to pull
their possessions back to the
West side of  the street
(Caltrans land) and as they ar-
rived were told the Garbage
truck would be back to throw
their things away.  With no safe
place to go, some of the home-
less just stood by their carts to
protect them.  The police and
clean up crew did not forcefully
remove people to destroy their
possessions.

Henry, an African American homeless man who lives on E
street told me that officer Wallace had prevented him from
removing his tent.  “I was trying to untie my tent from the
fence and this guy came up behind me and told me to leave.
He was not in uniform and did not identify himself as a po-

liceman.”  Henry continues,
“this guy (Wallace) hit my
hands as I tried to untie my
tent.”  Henry said he was
physically forced to leave his
tent, which was then picked
up by a bulldozer and put into
a garbage truck.  Henry is a
diabetic.  “My medicine was
in that tent, everything I
owned was in that tent and
they just destroyed it.”  Henry
said the incident happened in
April 2006.  Another homeless
person, Dee, told me she wit-

nessed the incident.  Wallace denies the assault took place.

After targeting both sides of E street, the FPD and the Sani-
tation Department headed for Santa Clara street.  Santa
Clara runs into E and is in front of  the Poverello House.
Many of the homeless people who use the services at the
Poverello House (food, clothing, and some medical services)
leave their carts on Santa Clara.  There were about 20 carts
there when the garbage truck arrived.  None of the owners
were with their carts.  The truck backed up and workers
started throwing one cart after another in, crushing them.
As the word of the destruction spread the owners came run-
ning out of  the Poverello House yelling at the city workers to
stop.  Those homeless people who made it there in time and
stood in front of  their cart were able to save their possessions
from destruction.

The following weekend the Fresno Police returned to the
Caltrans strip of land shortly after daybreak in search of
shopping carts.  This time, the FPD turned the shopping
carts upside down emptying all of the owners possessions on
the dirt.  Regina (not her real name) says she told the police
that she owned the shopping cart they were about to take

but they would not listen.  “A church group came out here
and gave us these used shopping carts that were no longer
being used by grocery stores,” Regina explained.  “After throw-
ing out clothes on the dirt and stealing our carts, they had the
nerve to tell me that if I was ever caught with a shopping
cart again they would arrest me, or something.”

Why are the police taking an increasingly aggressive role in
harassing the homeless?  In an earlier inquiry to the FPD,
they claimed they were only playing a supportive role in help-
ing Caltrans, who owns the property, clean up.  As Public
Information Officer Jeff  Cardinale said, “we are just there to
keep the peace.”  Cardinale claimed Caltrans had requested
their assistance.

Caltrans officials say their agency has been responding to a
petition from the City of  Fresno on file with the Caltrans
office to “clean up” this strip of land (on E street just South

of  Ventura).  In response to a
Public Records Act request
Caltrans provided me with an
Encroachment Permit. The
Permit says that the homeless
are to receive written notice of
any City of  Fresno action and
that it is only valid Monday -
Friday from 9 AM - 4 PM.

When asked why she thought
the homeless were under at-
tack, Ellen said she thought
the Poverello House (a home-
less agency nearby) was behind
it.  She said “every time the

police come out here, this guy from the Poverello House comes
out and watches.  I think having all these homeless people
living out here makes it look like they are not doing their job.”
The police and City spokespeople often cite the Poverello
House as a place where the homeless could go to get off the
street.  The Poverello House has several tool sheds they have
opened up to the homeless to sleep in, as an alternative to
sleeping on the street.  “With temperatures over a 100 de-
grees these days, I wouldn’t let my dog sleep in those tool
sheds,” Ellen added.

Other homeless people I talked to said the police and city
officials would like to make life so miserable for the homeless
that they leave and go to another town.  Some community
activists think the developers who are seeking to revitalize
Chinatown are behind the attacks.  The theory behind that is
the old adage - “Follow the Money.”  Still others suggest that
the attack on the homeless is part of the right wing agenda
coming from City Hall or the FPD.  That theory goes some-
thing like - It is kind to be cruel.  In other words, by making
life miserable for the homeless, you will make them want to
turn their lives around and become productive citizens.  It is
the “Strong Father” model discussed in George Lakoff ’s book,
Don’t Think of an Elephant.

The Community Alliance newspaper will continue to follow
this story and bring you the news as it develops.

These two women moved this tent from one side of the
street to another in an attempt to save it from destruc-

tion.  All Photos by Mike Rhodes

Liza Apper is seen here, next to some of the possessions
she saved from destruction, as she talks to a KMJ radio

reporter.

These are some of the carts that are in front of the Poverello House, while their owners get food or other services.  A
few minutes after this photo was taken, the Department of Sanitation arrived and started throwing these carts into a

garbage truck.

This was the scene on June 22, 2006 on the West side of
E street where City crews leveled the area.  Here they are

seen throwing someone’s bed into a garbage truck.

Officer Rey Wallace is telling Liza Apper to leave.
Instead, she stands her ground and protects some of the

homeless peoples possessions.

Fresno City Sanitation Workers destroy shopping carts in
front of the Poverello House.

The Fresno City Sanitation Department, backed up by the
Fresno Police Department, is making life miserable for

the homeless in this community.  It would be less
expensive to provide basic services for the homeless than

constantly attack them.


