From the Editor continued from page 2

Shovel Toilet.” Scott’s article was about the plight of
sheep herders in this area and the award was from
New California Media for Central Valley Reporting.
Some of the information in the article was used to in-
fluence legislation in Sacramento that helped improve
the working conditions of the sheep herders.

That was not to be our last award for outstanding jour-
nalism. I was awarded the Project Censored award for

the 16 most censored story in 2005.

about the infiltration of Peace Fresno
by an undercover law enforcement
officer. Because of the power of the
alternative/independent press, this
story reached a much larger audience
- it was featured in Michael Moore’s
movie Fahrenheit 911, heard on Amy
Goodman'’s Democracy Now! radio
show, and seen on Bill Moyer’s PBS
show Now.

By the summer of 2004, at a retreat
for the staff and volunteers of the
Community Alliance, we realized
that we had reached a plateau in our
distribution. We agreed that we
wanted to reach beyond the choir of
committed activists currently read-
ing the magazine. The solution was
to change the format and in Decem-
ber 2004 we became a newspaper
with a full color cover and twice as
much room for content. The news-
paper was a hit and in the next year
we went from 2,000 magazines to
10,000 newspapers a month. Our
goal is to be a weekly newspaper, but
we are not ready for that transition
yet. Maybe in a year or two.

We are proud of our achievements
over the last ten years and thank ev-
eryone who has been a part of this
project. The community is invited to
join us as we celebrate ten years of
publishing. I hope to see you there.

This story was

The alternative/independent Community Alliance
newspaper celebrates 10 year of publishing. There
will be music, food & drink, a movie, and keynote
speaker at the Full Circle Brewery, 620 F St. in down-
town Fresno. $10

* Keynote speaker: Journalist Conn Hallinan will
speak on the importance of alternative/indepen-
dent media.

* docu-poem video compilation of local actions for
peace and justice by Elfie and Maia Ballis

* Movie: Independent Media in a Time of War (pro-
duced by Amy Goodman).

* Music: The Urban Nomads (Middle Eastern mu-
sic)

Progressive community groups are encouraged to
set up a literature table (no charge).

Cindy Sheehan, who will be in Fresno on October 25
(left), and Medea Benjamin read the Community
Alliance at the World Social Forum in Caracas, lenezu-
ela earlier this year. Photo by Mike Rhodes.
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THE UNITARIAN Rev. Bryan D. Jessup
Jacob M. Weisherg UNIVERSALIST Church School &
Attorney at Law Cilheniorinziio Sunday Services
9:00 & 11:00am
Law oFFice oF Welcomes you,
JACOB M. WEISBERG (55914410201 whoever you are and (559) 227-6146
8424 N. Van Ness Ave. rax (558) 442-3164 whomever you call family, 4144 N. Millbrook
Fresno, CA 93728 EMAIL: JMW @D JWEISBERGLAW.COM our doors are open. www.uufresno.org
Cliase Flower Sf Home Birth Services
HISC T Hlower . '.’U‘!“ at k
(5597 233-8031 , CHINATOWN C’
) N. Van Ness HAve Family Medicine and Midwifery = )
Fresno, C:A4 9 2'"_\\' Medical Office i
‘World Iide Delivery Chanah Cossman
wiww.chaseflowershop.com - Midwife and Nurse Practitioner
o ' Bresno, CA 93706 R T M
Michael “Fentler Phone: (559)266-0444
Homl Design Fax: (559) 266-7745 Se Habla Espanol
PATIENCE 844 FF
MILROD North Van Ness o LIN

LAWYER/LICENCIADA EN LEYES
Fresno, California

93728

559/442-3111

pm097@csufresno.edu
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Don Loweburg
Cynthia Loweburg

ofln@aol.com
559 877-7080

Offline Independent Energy Systems
PHOTOVOLTAIC DESIGN, INSTALLATION & SALES
23 years of inspired service

North Fork, CA 93643

http://www.psnw.com/~ofln
License #661052

Box 231

PARALEGAL ASSISTANCE

559-485-4787

UNLIMITED

Family Advocacy (Help With Any Legal Matter) & Divorce

IRENE ZUPKO

Paralegal / Investigator / Notary
Cal. P.I. LIC. #A7625-1

255 N. Fulton #107
Fresno, CA 93701
E-mail: irenezupko@aol.com

Humanists of the San Joaquin Valley

Meets on the 3d Sunday of each month
in Room 1 at the UU Church,

®
4144 N Millbrook at 1:00 pm.

“A welcoming community”

HSJV Website: ~ http://fresno.humanists.net/

MEDITATION FOR INNER
PEACE & HAPPINESS

Raja Yoga is the most ancient form of
meditation.
You can learn to maintain stability of mind

in stressful situations and gain more control
over your life. Both individual and group

instructions are available. No charge. Monthly events: Women
of Spirit & World Meditation Day.
Call Veena Kapoor: (559) 435-2212

‘Website: www.bkwsu.com ¢ email: Rajayoga@Gmail.com
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Senior Citizen
Discount

Commercial
Residential
7 Days a Week
Floyd D. Harris Jr.
Owner

Major Trash Hauling & Clean-up,

& MAINTE
EN A4
AN~
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L

% Tractor Discing, Tree Trimming, Cement Work, o ;
(/" Lawn Services, Int. & Ext. Painting, Sheet Rock Repair, N\
Sprinkler Installation & Repair

Cell: (559) 803-0286
Fax: (559) 266-5828
xyfloyd@aol.com

One Call
Does it All

FUSD School Board

ReAL ExPERIENCE, REAL RESULTS

Listener-Sponsored Radio

KFCF 88.1 FM

Your connection to
PACIFICA'S KPFA and DEMOCRACY NOW!

KFCF is owned and operated by the
FRESNO FREE COLLEGE FOUNDATION,
a non-profit corporation.

(559) 233-2221 ¢ www.kfcf.org

Please cut out this page and send it, along with your check or money ordetr to:

VES!

| would like to subscribe to the Lammunity Alliance.

Community Alliance - P0 Box 5077 - Fresno, CA 93793

| will support the Community Alliance with a monthly pledge of $10 $25 $30 Other $
Enclosed is $35.00. Send me the Sommunity Alliance every month. TIRED OF CORPORATE NEWS COVERAGE?
Enclosed is an additional $ to support this important work. Subiscribetothe Soammumity Mianceand support
independentaltemative mediaandreceive yourcopy
Total Enclose[l s i“memailmmmOM!
Name
Address
City State Lip

You can also pay online with Pay Pal or Visa/MG at: hitp://www.fresnoalliance.com/home/Subscribe.htm



By Marilyn Byrne

On Monday September 11 as public media steeped in
the tragic story of 9/11 the President used the opportu-
nity to push his political agenda of his never ending
war on terrorism. Not continuing the war in Iraq he
stated would certainly bring the Islamic extremists into
attacking us on our own shores. When he defined the
war on terrorism as a conflict of civilizations he de-
meaned the enemy generating further hate. In this cli-
mate of fear, hate, and violence the Interfaith Alliance
gave us a refreshing program specifically meant to
counter the hate and build courage and compassion.

The speakers included Father Perry Kavookjian, Rev-
erend Grace Schireson, Rabbi Robert Ourach and Imam
Seyed Ali Ghazvini representing Catholic, Buddhist,
Jewish, and Islamic Religions respectively. The mod-
erator was Jim Grant television host of a show a local
television station.

Each speaker addressed the question how to bring cour-
age and compassion into a world of fear and violence.
The moderator encouraged us to really listen to what
each person was saying. After each speaker spoke a
different panelist summarized what they had said. 1
could give you a brief snipped of what they said but it
would be out of context and wouldn’t do them justice.

Each panelist showed great courage and compassion
in their carefully chosen words. By example they in-
spired the best in each of us along with our admiration.
They clearly led by example and I was moved by each
of them as they worked and sometimes struggled to
create their own peace within themselves while giving
us patterns for peace. This was an evening of hope
created by the coming together of Americans with di-
verse ideologies which illustrates that the force of love
and compassion can endure within our own politically
generated climate of fear and violence.

y
HOWARD'S HOPEFULS
Here are my voting recommendations for the November 7, 2006 general
election. Most are clear choices, some are close calls.
I hope you find this list helpful. Thank you and please vote.
- Howard K. Watkins
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL RACES STATE PROPS.
U. S. SENATE FEINSTEIN 1A YES
18th CONGRESS CARDOZA 1B YES
19th CONGRESS COX 1C YES
20th CONGRESS COSTA 1D YES
21st CONGRESS HAZE 1E YES
GOVERNOR ANGELIDES 83 NO
LT. GOVERNOR GARAMENDI 84 YES
SEC. of STATE BOWEN 85 NO
CONTROLLER CHIANG 86 YES
TREASURER LOCKYER 87 YES
ATTORNEY GENERAL BROWN 88 YES
INSURANCE COMM. BUSTAMANTE 89 YES
STATE SENATE 12th NICKEL 90 NO
STATE SENATE 14th FIRCH
STATE SENATE 16th FLOREZ
ST. ASSEMBLY 29th CROCKFORD
ST. ASSEMBLY 30th PARRA
ST. ASSEMBLY 31st ARAMBULA
ST. BD. of EQUAL. #2 RABOY
SHERIFF MIMS
COUNTY BD. of ED. #1 HARRIS
SCCCS #4 THONESEN
SCCCS #5 SMITH
FRESNO COUNTY MEASURE B NO
FRESNO COUNTY MEASURE C YES
FRESNO CITY COUNCIL #1 XIONG
FRESNO UNIFIED SD #1 MEDINA
FRESNO UNIFIED SD #3 DAVIS
FRESNO UNIFIED SD #4 HORNBACK
FRESNO UNIFIED SD #7 PAT BARR
FRESNO IRR. DISTR. #4 METZLER
NORTH CENTRAL FPD BELLUOMINI
NORTH CENTRAL FPD NONINI

Bedfellows continued from page 16

The slate’s list of financial backers seems strange
enough when the above folks are combined with the
likes of Washington-based New Democrat Network and
Assemblymember Juan Arambula. But it takes a turn
toward the bizarre with the addition of its out-of-town
backers. Joining Arambula in the slate’s $5,000 club are
three of the most pro-free trade, anti-public sector forces
at work in our society today.

John Birch Society, Cato Institute

According to Wayne Madsen’s “Another Oily Tie That
Binds: Koch Industries” (Feb. 2002, CorpWatch.org),
“Through the years, Koch Industries has had a close
relationship with various right-wing causes. Fred Koch,
the founder of the privately-owned company, helped
to establish the John Birch Society. Koch Industries is
also a major contributor to the right-wing ‘libertarian’
Cato Institute, a Washington think tank.

“In 1996, Koch brothers Charles and David, the current
co-owners of the company, set up one of the first soft
money organizations that ran “issue-oriented’ commer-
cials against Democratic candidates. They were thus
able to funnel money to GOP candidates in order to get
around campaign spending limits. This was a tactic
that Bush used successfully against his primary oppo-
nent John McCain and presidential opponent Al Gore.”

Magquiladora Sweatshops

Emerson Electric appears on the short list of the top
Fortune 500 countries cited by The Coalition for Justice
in the Maquiladoras report “Making the Invisible Vis-
ible: A Study of Maquiladora Workers in Mexico - 2000”
(New Study: Mexicans Unable to Live on Sweatshop
Wages, Jan. 2001, CorpWatch.org).

“In community after community, maquiladora work-
ers can afford only to live in make-shift houses without
water, electricity, and to even talk about nutritious di-
ets for themselves and their children is a luxury,” stated
Ms. Martha Ojeda, a former maquiladora worker, now
executive director for the Coalition. “They work long,
productive hours for the world’s biggest corporations
and still cannot provide the most basic needs for their
tamilies. They cannot even afford to consume the items
they produce.

“This is a violation of Mexican worker’s human rights

and of the Mexican Constitution that guarantees a liv-
ing wage. The foreign-based corporations that benefit
from free trade have a moral obligation to pay their
workers a sustainable living wage. Even though workers
realize that they take a big risk in organizing independent unions,
still they challenge the system because it is the only way to
improve their working conditions and standard of living” (em-
phasis added).

Mickey, Tobacco & Guns

In his March 2005 article “The Media Lobby,” Alexander
Lynch (AlterNet, CorpWatch.org), describes how the
Washington lobbying firm Verner, Liipfert, et al, earns
its money.

“Walt Disney (ABC) and GE share the lobbying firm
Verner, Liipfert et al, with insurance agencies such as
Aetna Inc., the conservative think tank the Heritage
Foundation, the New York Stock Exchange, PhRMA,
General Motors, the tobacco industry’s Philip Morris,
the richest in the banking industry Citigroup, and
weapons manufacturers such as Raytheon, Harris
Corp. and the infamous Carlyle Group,” writes Lynch.

Reagan Chief of Staff

Just to round things out, there’s $1,000 donor Steven
Champlin of The Duberstein Group Inc., Washington,
D.C. Russ Baker wrote about the firm in his article “The
Top 10 Corporate Democrats-For-Hire” (Aug. 2006,
AlterNet, CorpWatch.org).

The firm’s president Michael Bergman, reports Baker,
“is a former chief of staff to President Reagan. Firm
clients have included Comcast (nation’s largest cable
operator; uses aggressive anti-union tactics; trying to
block cities from providing cheap wireless internet ac-
cess; censored political issue ads it didn't like); DeBeers
(hired to protect the interests of the huge international
diamond mining/trading company as Congress con-
sidered legislation that would strengthen bans against
the sale of so-called ‘conflict diamonds’ that fund civil
wars in parts of Africa);... and something called ‘Ameri-
cans for Accountability’ (lobbying disclosures for this
‘accountability’ group say it is interested in educational
reform but unaccountably does not show up in article
database searches or search engines.)... the Business
Roundtable (big business super-lobby; goals include
social security privatization, elimination of class ac-
tion suits, and opposing mandatory reductions of green-
house e emissions).”

Fresno Business Council

When all was said and done four years ago, the 4 Voices
PAC had $21,500 left over. In late 2003 they gave all of
the money to the Fresno Business Council as a contri-
bution to the “Literacy Initiative of the Collaborative
Regional Institute.”

Mayor’s Slate 2002
Major Contributors

$10,000
The New Democrat Network
Washington, D.C.

$5,000
Arambula for Supervisor

Citizens for Housing Opportunities
[Building Industry PAC]

Koch Industries
Wichita, KS

Lyles Diversified
Fresno, CA

Robert McDonald
Emerson Electric, Washington, D.C.

John Merrigan
Verner, Liipfert et al
Washington, D.C.

$3,000
Al Galvez
Pacific Gas & Electric, San Francisco

Klein Financial Corporation
Fresno, CA

$2,500
California Real Estate PAC

$2,000
Richard Johansen

Source: Recipient Committee Campaign Statements, Fresno
County Clerk’s Office
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- The Word on the Street

= hy Wendy Russell

A

= It seems as if we are under scientific scrutiny ever since
& my friend came to visit. Dionisio “Nito” Paniagua, a natu-
= ralist guide in Costa Rica has been university-trained in
& scientific observation, which helps him when guiding
s tourists on nature hikes in the jungles of Costa Rica’s beau-
@ tiful Osa Peninsula. Now he visits our urban jungle, mak-
g ing observations about us. Soon, I was studying “us” too.
(=]
§Like how humans - well - THIS human puts off things
m until the last minute, maybe thinking it improves perfor-
© mance to be under pressure - so when it came time to go
8 get answers to this month’s Question, I chose the Reptile
Show at Fresno’s Discovery Center as my location be-
cause that’s where I would be the day before my deadline.
I am a member of the Cen-Val Chapter of the California
Turtle and Tortoise Society and we had several tables at
this yearly event. The Discovery Center is so great for
kids, even in the hard times the place is having since that
fire. It seems our city can spend big money fighting against
unsightly garbage bins but alas - there is no money for
the Discovery Center - where young creative minds are
made aware of an expansive universe and are hopefully
sparked into their own exploding futures.

We should start a donation drive for books, educational
displays and stuff, I am thinking as I wander over to watch
the kids as they scramble the rocks clutching little fishing
nets as they chased after thousands of pollywogs that
were in the ponds.

There I see an official-looking person so I decide to start
with her to get answers to this month’s Question:

Willyouvote in the November elections? Why or why not?

RONIWEIL is the Executive Director of the Discovery Cen-
ter. She exudes confidence and knowledge and I like the
idea of all these young girls here knowing all the polly-
wogs and stuff are her responsibility. Her answer is clear:

“Definitely. Because we need a new governor. Phil
Angelides is serious about protecting our environment
and will pay attention to education and health issues.”

Over the loud speakers, aman sang, “R-E-P-T-I-L-E spells
REPTILE!” as I walked towards a big clot of people and in
the center was a man holding a huge black monitor lizard
-and by huge,  mean 5 feet long and probably 150 pounds!
The magnificent creature clung to his human, using all
five appendages to wrap himself on tight, and his human

would pat his back like burping a baby to reassure him
and “remind him who he was holding onto” so he did not
get whipped by that huge tail. I moved in and asked the
Question.

DAVE and his monitor lizard, BIG BOY, answered:

“No. I am not voting because I don’t know which liar to
believe. And why vote on something when I don’t even
know if they will do what they say?”

As we walk away Nito said that in Costa Rica’s last elec-
tion only 66% of people voted and that was a sad record
for the lowest voter turn-out in years. Traditionally there
are two parties fielding candidates for office, but in the
last election a fresh third party surged forward to almost
win - losing the presidency by only 18,169 votes. Nito
predicts that new party will win the presidency in the
next election. The new party has the youth and new ideas.
The old parties continue the old ways populated by ca-
reer politicians.

”

Dave with Big Boy

..Wow. A new political party rises up in just a few short
years and will likely run their country soon. Now;, that’s
democracy in action!

Next, at our Cen-Val table I ask fellow member, CAROLE
BAILEY, the Question. She told me she has several family
members stationed in Iraq.

Carole Bailey

“Yes. I'm voting for Schwarzeneggar. He ‘s done so much
for education. He’s out to help the poor people - he really
is.”

I heard a high shriek of pure joy. Across the grass I could
see the kids at the bubble-blowing station and the shriek
was the result of a hula-hooped-size quasi-bubble burst-
ing over the white-foamed swimming pool of bubble-
making liquid. Wow - I did not know you could even do
that. The scene was aglow with sun-lit floating bubbles

and much laughter. I walked over there and asked first
time mother, SARAH JOHNSON, holding her 6-week old
baby, Deveion, with her nieces and nephews tumbling
and bubbling all around us, if she was going to vote in the
November elections.

“Yes. Every person counts and if you want to make a
difference you have to voice your opinion.”

As I left her happy group I could see she was probably
already making a difference - sparking the imaginations
of her extended family by bringing them to this fun edu-
cational event.

A giant caterpillar made of children weaves in front of
me. They are singing “I'll never kiss a crocodile!” led by
children’s entertainer, OKLIN BLOODWORTH, strum-
ming his guitar. Later on his break, I ask if he will vote?

“Yes. To make the world a better place. That’s in my mind
when I vote. Dr. Wayne Dyer said “I'm not against hate -
I'mfor love!” That's me.”
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liklin Bloodworth

Remember Dr. Wayne Dyer? He wrote books with titles like
“Pulling Your Own Strings’ encouraging you to control your
life and your own destiny. Sounds good. Sounds right. Costa
Rica did that too, abolishing their army 50 years ago and
turning more than 25% of their lands into national parks.
Recydling is rampant and medical care is free. Elections are a
big deal with almost full participation. Flashy ostentation is
frowned upon; their president even continues to live in his
own home after election. Nito says politicians in Costa Rica
are under a microscope to do right after much corruption
(paid for by US banana companies) in the past.

Lastly, I caught JEREMY HOFER of Fresno Metro Ministry.
Heis so intelligent and articulate that once again I think that
public office should be in his future, so let’s hear his answer
to this month’s Question;

“Yes. I will vote because of local initiatives and elections -
with an understanding that we vote everyday - with our
pocketbooks, pens, and even how we get to work. The big-
gest impact we have is in how we treat those closest to us. In
persuit of ‘the Cause’ we must never forget the biggest cause
of all, the health of our home. Causa sin Casa es Causa
muerta.”

Iagree. And Nito says one big observation he has made here
in the United States is that not many people look at each
other when they pass one other on the street. We don’t say
hello to our neighbors. Everyone is in a hurry.

Slow down. Vote! If everyone voted think how different things
might be. Let's vote as if our future depended on it.

Because it does.



