Save Jesse Morrow
By Kay Barnes

Jesse Morrow, a foothill mountain just east of Centerville
and about fifteen miles east of Fresno, is the target of
CMEX, the world’s largest cement company, as a site
for the first hard rock gravel extraction operation in
Fresno County.

The mining process, for which CMEX is seeking a con-
ditional use permit from Fresno County, relies on blast-
ing the granite loose from the mountain and then crush-
ing it and washing the gravel so that it can be sold. In
the case of this mine a portion of the gravel will be used
at the site to produce asphalt and cement.

The opposition to this plant centers on two aspects.
One is Jesse Morrow’s prominent position along with
Campbell Mountain, as a scenic gateway to the Sierra.
The second is the mining process itself which will pro-
duce a host of serious environmental effects most of
which are of unknown magnitude.

1. Blasting using fuel oil and fertilizer will occur 2 —
3 times a week.

2. The company requests permission to operate 315
days per year 24 hours per day.

3. The plant proposes to use 150,000 gallons of wa-
ter EACH DAY. The water is to come from wells
on the mine property.

4. All traffic to and from the mine will travel on
Highway 180 a two lane highway. CMEX esti-
mates 800-900 round trips per day from Jesse
Morrow.

5. This project is projected to be in place for 100
years.

Negative effects of this project are many, and there are
probably others that are presently unforeseen that will
occur if this proposal goes forward.

In response to the threat to this iconic landmark sev-
eral organizations have been drawn into the protest
and several events have been held to aid in the fight.

The friends of Jesse Morrow organized in 2002 with Jim
Van Haun as president. Jim has provided expert lead-
ership for the group as well as allowing the use of his
winery buildings for meetings.

A group of well known local artists, organized by
Reedley artist Paul Buxman hung an art show at the
Sequoia View Winery in 2005. The artists showing their
work donated a portion of the sale price to the F.O.].M.

The Native American Choinumni tribe, led by Angie
and Audrey Osborne has given valuable information
on the importance of Jesse Morrow to their culture. They
have also organized protests and continue to be an
important resource.

The Fresno Poetry Center hosted a protest poetry read-
ing on July 24, 2005 where money raised was given to
EOJM.

F.O.J.M. took part in an Earth Day Celebration in April
2005 at Avocado Lake where information was presented
and donations to F.O.].M. were accepted.

Members of F.O.].M. purchased bumper stickers, yard
signs and a large sign on Highway 180 expressing op-
position to the mine. Both Fresno Audubon Society and
Native Plant Society have written letters in opposition
to the proposed mine.

The E.LR. required by the county has been in the works
for several years and the draft E.IR. is supposed to be
delivered to the county in September of 2006. We'll see.

When the E.LR. is delivered the process will accelerate
as F.O.J.M., and others will help review the E.LR. and
prepare for County Planning Commission and Board
of Supervisors meetings.

F.O.J.M. needs all the help it can get and as always money
is a key. If we are to hire a good environmental lawyer
we need funds. Mega companies always have enough
money to pay hired guns to give “expert” testimony.
We of F.O.].M. need our own guns; and our guns are
citizens willing to attend Planning Commission meet-
ings and Board of Supervisor meetings and express
opposition to this ill conceived site for a gravel mine
and if possible make donations.

For more information contact:
Jim Van Haun 787-9412
Kay Barnes 787-2985

Angie and Audrey 0shorne in front of Jessie Morrow Mountain. Photoe hy Dallas Blanchard

Barbara Gaudin
643 Trout Lake Drive
Sanger, CA 93657

The Continuing Measure C is a balanced program with transportation choices. The Extension of Measure C
will be on the ballot November 7 and will:

* 5 raise the tax rate. This is an extension to an existing tax,

* Createa 7 8 to review yearly audits and ensure funds are spent wisely
and on transportation only,

* % by generating more than $1.7 billion for Fresno County transportation
projects over the next 20 years,

* Require that all funds raised stay in Fresno County and % , local dollars
spent locally,

* Help given Fresno County’s expected population will increase more
than 40% over the next 20 years,

e |/ freeway interchanges, local highways, additional lanes, increase safety and
improve major commute corridors,

* Repair potholes, synchronize traffic signals and make other improvements to local streets and
rural roads for

*  Qualify Fresno County for our fair share of for local improve-
ments that will otherwise be spent elsewhere,

* Improve the by replacing 900 of the oldest school
buses with new clean fuel school busses that will include child safety seat belts,

* Improve and response times, improve improve transit services
for seniors and the disabled, improve 9 with new clean burning fuel school buses and
public transit.

The Friends for Fresno County Transportation, the Committee to Re-Authorize Measure C is looking for
supporters in its campaign efforts. Anyone interested in offering support, campaign donations or time, is
asked to contact Al Smith at the Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce by phone (559) 495-4800, fax
(559) 495-4811 or by mail at 2331 Fresno Street, Fresno, CA 93721
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. Former Lobhyist Given
“Dispensation” to Deal

By Lloyd G. Carter

I'have concluded over the years that when writing about
the complexities of California’s byzantine water world, it
is easiest to write about water in terms of cold hard cash.
A flowing, living river has aesthetic value to environ-
mentalists and preservationists while a river of dollar
bills appeals to a different set of values that even the most
apathetic taxpayer can understand.

The dry statistics are that an acre-foot of water is 325,851
gallons, or enough to cover 93 percent of a football field a
foot deep. It will meet the domestic needs of two families
of five for a year, if used wisely. At this point, readers
usually start getting glassy-eyed and losing interest in
any further discussion of water. However, if you equate
all those gallons to cash, reader interest perks back up.

Does a $25 billion federal taxpayer gift to a few hundred
people pique your interest? Read on.

Depending on where you are in the bucket line, California’s
river water stored behind dams can be: (1) free; (2) cheap;
(3) well below true retail value; (4) expensive; or (5) in the
case of bottled water, extremely expensive. Public water
that goes to farmers for free or at subsidized rates as small
as $20 to $75 an acre-foot, when placed in plastic bottles
with scenic labels and treated slightly, can go for up to $2
million or more when sold by the pint or liter in the gro-
cery store or fancy restaurant. For comparison purposes,
that $2 million acre-foot of bottled water can also be sold
via ditch to Fresno Irrigation District growers for $12-15
an acre-foot.

Thus, itis understand- [§
able that deal-making
in California’s chang-
ing water world, par-
ticularly for irrigation
water, is usually done
behind closed doors -
and out of the public " ..
spotlight. A glaring
exampleis the current
secretive negotiations
between Fresno
County’s Westlands
Water District and the
United States Depart-
ment of Interior. Akey
negotiator for the De-
partment of Interior -
and supposedly the
general public’s advo-
cate - is Jason Peltier,
named assistant Sec-
retary for Water and
Science in July.

Kesterson National Wildlife Refuge neighbors Jim Claus and Karen
Freitas (now deceased) stand heside a dried out evaporation pond at
the refuge in 1988. Both the Claus and Freitas families had cattle die

from seepage at Kesterson, which is near Los Banos. They later moved
from the area. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is now proposing to
build an evaporation pond facility nearly three times the size of
Kesterson. The accumulated toxic salts onthe Kesterson pond
hottoms were later buried under a million cubic yards of fill dirt but
toxic selenium has heen reaching the surface when groundwater
levelsrise.

Interior officials told the
Times Peltier had “cleared” §
his activities with the ethics
office. Assistant Secretary
Mark Limbaugh, Peltier’s g%
boss, claims Peltier’s role is |
only “advisory.” Peltier ”pro- |
vides background, insight
and advice. He is not in a po-
sition to make the ultimate |
decisions,” Limbaugh told the |§
Times.

In other words, the fox can
guard the henhouse aslong as |
the fox is “very mindful” of
the “appearance of a conflict.”
At least it’s a family affair.
Peltier's wife, Jean-Mari
Peltier, a former lobbyist for
citrus growers, served as spe-
cial adviser on pesticide issues
at the EPA during the first
Bush administration term
before returning to being an
Ag lobbyist.

Rhodes.

Susana De Anda announces the formation of a new valley coalition that is demanding
clean drinking water - A.G.U.A. (Asociacion de Gente Unida por el Agua). At a Press Con-
ference held in Fresno on August 5, the coalition had one simple request: clean, safe,
affordable drinking water. But their success is hindered by what AGUA calls the “cycle
of poison:” as the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board fails to properly
regulate industry, groundwater is polluted, and communities are forced to pay for and
drink contaminated water. For more information ahout AGUA, contact Susana De Anda at
1302 Jeffernon St, Suite 2, Delano, Ca 93215 or telephone (661) 586-2611. Photo by Mike
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Westlands, with their former
employee on the other side of the table, is now putting the
finishing touches on a new water delivery contract that
could bring the 600,000-acre district of 400 to 600 grow-
ers as much as one million acre-feet of water a year for the
next 50 years (a 25-year water delivery contract with a
virtually automatic renewal for another 25 years).

Do the math.

The water, which comes from hundreds of miles away on

Northern California’s
| Trinity River, is
. worth up to $500 an
acre-foot for urban
developers in Central
and Southern Cali-
fornia. Five hundred
million dollars a year
of water for 50 years
— =$25billion. That av-
erages out to almost
.| $42 million worth of
4 retail water on aver-
. age over 50 years for
| each of the 600 grow-
ers (less the purchase
price which will be
under 20 percent of
retail value). Expen-
sive water bought
cheap and used in
some cases to grow
subsidized crops like
cotton. And under
current law the

Peltier’s previous job was as a lobbyist for the Central
Valley Project Contractors” Association, which represents
the irrigation water interests of growers from Redding to
Bakersfield.

Westlands, not surprisingly, is the largest water district
in the Contractors’ Association. Here’s how the
spinmasters in the Department of Interior, in arecent press
release, explained Peltier’s 13-year stint as a lobbyist.

“As manager of California’s Central Valley Project Water
Association from 1988 through 2001, Peltier directed the
public education and advocacy efforts of this not-for-
profit membership organization,” the press release said.

The New York Times, in a March 3, 2006, article, described
Peltier much differently. The Times reported, “Mr. Peltier’s
role influencing decisions that could have a direct finan-
cial impact on his former employer is part of a pattern at
the Interior Department over the last five years, critics
say, with a revolving door between managers on the gov-
ernment side, and the people who buy or lease federal
water, land or forests on the other side.”

Peltier told the Times that when he first came to the Bush
administration in 2001, he recused himself from some
decisions involving the water district he used to repre-
sent, but he said he was granted an exemption because of his exper-
tise in California water issues.

“I was given dispensation early on because of my knowl-
edge of these issues,” Peltier said, adding, “Thave not had
the strict bar of separation on certain issues, but I've been
very mindful of the appearance of a conflict and operated
accordingly.” Dispensation? Did the Pope grant that?

Westlands is free to
sell any excess water to the highest urban bidder. Metro-
politan Water District of Southern Califor-

and deformities at Kesterson? Why would we do that?”

When Imhoff’s study group released their final report in
1990, it recommended, among other water-saving mea-
sures, idling all the high selenium lands in the Westlands
that were generating the poisonous drainage water - up
to 300,000 acres.

Jason Peltier, who was then a lobbyist for the Westlands,
told the media at that time, “The sooner this report gets
put on a shelf and starts gathering dust the better.”

Under an earlier proposal as part of the drainage plan,
Interior would have bought out the badlands and idled
them. Westlands and Peltier see if differently. The last
proposal calls for Interior to merely buy the federal irri-
gation rights to the badlands. In other words, Westlands
growers will get to keep their high selenium lands and
will be given well over three-quarters of a billion dollars
to simply stop irrigation with federal water. However,
they will still be able to use that land for other purposes,
including irrigating with non-federal water.

When asked by the Los Angeles Times if this could be
true, Kirk Rodgers, regional director of the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, responded, “No decisions have been made
on that.”

One thing is certain. America’s most expensive irrigation
project in the middle of a salty desert is about to get a lot
more expensive.

#i#

Lioyd G. Carterwas areporter for United Press International and the
Fresno Bee for more than 20 years. He is now an attorney in Fresno.

nia is definitely interested.

The water delivery contract negotiations are
being concluded as part of an overall settle-
ment of the Westlands growers’ lawsuit
against the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for
failure to provide a drainage system. Bu-
reau officials recently unveiled a drainage
“solution” for the Westlands’ selenium-laced
problem farm lands that could cost taxpay-
ers another $1 billion.

The proposed drainage “solution” has pro-
voked an outcry from national environmen-
tal groups who contend it is merely a re-
creation of the Kesterson National Wildlife
Refuge disaster in early 1980s when
Westlands toxic agricultural drainage poi-
soned the food chain at the Merced County
refuge, where the tainted water was funneled
to evaporate in deadly ponds.

The Los Angeles Times reported July 8 that
the proposed solution, including building
over 3,000 acres of new evaporation ponds,
has raised fears of another Kesterson-like en-
vironmental catastrophe.

“My God,” Ed Imhoff, aretired Department
of Interior officials who headed a five-year,
$50 million study of the western San Joaquin
Valley drainage problem in the late 1980s, | [z
told the LA Times. “Why would we be repli-
cating something that caused all the deaths
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international cine forum
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International Cine Forum gives you the opportunity to share your thoughts,
opinions, and comments with the rest of the audience. Come, enjoy a Latin
American film, and engage in a vivid conversation and exploration of cinema.

International Cine Forum is a joint effort of Club Latinoamericano & Fresno Art Museum
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Many people have seen the recent film “An Inconvenient
Truth” and have been inspired to find ways to minimize
or eliminate their own personal role in global warming.
Cohousing is one excellent example of environmentally
sensitive living. On Wednesday, September 13, at 7:00
p-m. at the Woodward Park Library, Fresno Cohousing
will be hosting a presentation by architect and cohousing
pioneer Chuck Durrett, who will speak on the topic Low
Environmental Impact, Big Lifestyle: The Real Advantages of
Cohousing and Green Architecture.

Green and sustainable building practices are a response
to concerns about global warming, our addiction to oil,
and preserving our resources for future generations.
More and more builders are moving toward “green”
building, but while many say they are giving us green
and sustainable houses, most merely give lip service to
the concept. They use the terms as marketing tools, but
in fact they are only incorporating the energy efficiency
factors that they are required to use anyway.

Here are some questions to ask builders to find out if they
are really building green: Do you use advanced framing
techniques that substantially reduce the use of lumber?
Do your homes exceed the California Title 24 energy re-
quirements? Do you use recycled paint? Will the win-
dows in your homes be fully shaded from the afternoon
summer sun? Do you use insulation made from 100 per-
cent recycled cellulose? Are all of your building materi-
als nontoxic, low VOC (volatile organic compounds)? Are
your roofing materials “Energy Star” rated? Are your
air conditioning systems free of ozone-depleting CFC and
HCEC refrigerants? Truly green building involves these
techniques and a lot more, but these questions can give
you a good idea if a builder builds

green, or just talks green. You

might be interested to know that

(Spanish for “a place that feels like home”) will have 28
homes and is now recruiting new member households.

Our cohousing community will cluster privately-owned,
self-sufficient homes around common facilities to create
the feeling of an old-fashioned neighborhood where neigh-
bors know each other and kids safely run and play in
between the houses. Shared facilities will include
children’s play areas, a workshop, a pool and spa, an
exercise facility and teen hangout, and a large common

WOTE: FUTURE SOLAR PANELS SHOWS DASHED

for the Fresno Cohousing project,
La Querencia, the answer to all of
the above questions is YES, and
our architect’s designs have re-
ceived awards from the National
Association of Home Builders
(NAHB) for innovation and en-
ergy efficiency.

Cohousing has been popular in
the Bay Area and in Europe for
many years, and now cohousing
is coming to Fresno. Fresno
Cohousing has purchased 2.8
acres on Alluvial between Chest-
nut and Willow. The design pro-

La Querenciawill function like condominium developments
in terms of legal and organizational structure. There
will be a homeowners’ association, shared grounds, and
common facilities. By giving careful consideration to the
placement of residences, parking, walkways, swimming
pool, play and garden areas, open spaces, and the com-
mon house, cohousing maximizes opportunities for neigh-
bors to cross paths throughout the day. Private resi-
dences will be clustered, leaving shared open space. The
homes will face each other across a courtyard and cars
will be parked on the periphery, allowing for a pedes-
trian friendly environment.

B

LA QUERENCIA COHOUSING - COMMON HOUSE
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

©2006 McCamant & Durrett Architects

Our community has no politi-
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cal, religious, or ideological ori-
entation, and respect for one
another is an important prior-
ity. The only expectation is
agreement with the principles
of cohousing and with our vi-
sion and values. Members
value privacy as well as social
contact, and our neighborhood
design reflects this.

AVE.

Our “Green Building” presen-
tation will take place on
Wednesday, September 13, at
7:00 p.m. at the Woodward
Park Library, 944 East Perrin

EAST ALLUVIAL

cess is complete and has received
approval from the City Planning
Commission and the City Coun-
cil to proceed with the building
process, with move-in anticipated in 2007. La Querencia

COMPOSITE SHINGLES Wi
FIBERGLASS

/2" ROOF SHEATHING W/
INTEGRAL RADIANT BARRIER
(REFLECTS HEAT)

FSC CERTIFIED PREFABRICATED
WOOD TRUSS

R-38 DRY BLOWN-IN CELLULOSE
INSULATION

RIGID INSULATION

OVERHANGS SIZED T0
SHADE WINDOWS

ADVANCED FRAMING
TECHMIQUE MINIMIZES
WOOD USE AND INCREASE
INSULATION

LOTS OF NATURAL LIGHT ‘

100% RECYCLED CARPET
CERTIFIED PLYWOOD SUBFLOOR

RiM JOIST AS CONTINUOUS TJI FLOOR JOISTS

HEADER AT WINDOWS
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DRY BLOWN-IN CELLULOSE
INSULATION

DOUBLE 5/8" TYPE X GYP
BOARD WY W2" RE RESILIENT

| HEAT ||
LOW-E WINDOWS (REFLECTS HEAT IN CHAHNELS AT FLATS

SUMMER & HOLDS HEAT IN WINTER)

VINYL WINDOWS FOR
HIGH-R YALUE

5/8" GYF BOARD, TYPE X,

THROUGHOUT, POUBLED AT

EXTERIOR CEMENTITIOUS PLASTER PARTY WALL

OVER TYVEK OVER CERTIFIED 1/2°
PLYWOOD SHEATHING b

FSC CERTIFIED WALL FRAMING 2X6
STUDS @ 24" O.C. ACG TREATED SILL
FOAM SEALER

SUSTAINABLE FLOORING (EITHER
RECYCLED CARPET, BAMBOO PLANE,
O MARMOLEUM MADE FROM
PAPER AND LINSEED CIL)

B 1/2° DAMP-SPRAY STABILIZED
CELLULOSE INSULATION

COMCRETE W/ FLY ASH

©2006 McCamant & Durrett Architects

©2006 McCamant & Durrett Architects
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house with gourmet kitchen, large dining room for com-
munity dinners and other gatherings, sitting area, guest
room, kid’s room, and shared laundry facility.

La Querencia will be a supportive, intergenerational com-
munity. In cohousing, residents know their neighbors
very well and there is a strong sense of community that
is usually absent in contemporary cities and suburbs. In
addition to the obvious social advantages of living near
friends, residents have more free time be-

LA QUERENCIA COHOUSING - SITE PLAN
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

Avenue near Champlain. Ad-
mission is free, and supervised
children’s activities will be pro-
vided. Fresno Cohousing is
now recruiting new member households. For more in-

formation  about our community, visit
www.fresnocohousing.org, e-mail  us at

info@fresnocohousing.org, or call (559) 272-2254.

#H4

Lorenzo Bassman is a musician who lives in Fresno. He can be
contacted at Ibassman@pacbell.net.

cause many of the routine activities of life,
such as meals and yard work, are shared.
Expensive or rarely used tools and recre-
ational equipment owned by the group are
available to all. Carpooling and childcare
are easier to arrange. A central feature of
creating community in cohousing is
“breaking bread” together, and we plan to
share four dinners a week, with teams pre-
paring each meal. Special food require-
ments will be respected.

There will be three home sizes—2-bed-
room, 1%4-bath flats; 3-bedroom, 2%5-bath
townhouses; and 4-bedroom, 2%-bath
townhouses. Prices are projected to range
from the mid $300,000s to the mid
$400,000s, competitive with new condo-
minium construction costs. Each pri-
vately-owned home is an independent
unit with kitchen, dining and living
rooms, bedrooms and baths, large front
porches, and individual back yards. We
have worked with our architect to maxi-
mize efficiency of space and energy, and
sensitivity toward the natural environ-
ment is also reflected in reduced home size,
sharing of resources, and community re-
cycling.
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Yoga Salel

2 for 1 morning classes.

Purchase a 5 class card for $60 and get 10 classes

Perfect Balance Yoga

for me?
5091 N Fr'esno St Goto_our
NW corner Fresno & Shaw Mo

559-222-6212 www.pbyoga.com

End of summer salel!ll

@ Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday - 9:30AM.
@ Wednesday at 6:30 AM.

@ Saturday mornings at 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM.

@ Sunday Hot Yoga at 11:00 AM.

@ Pilates, Tuesday at 8:15 AM (begins Sept.19th).

offer expires on September 30th.

What is yoga &
what it can do

information!
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