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Place of birth: Los Angeles
Ethnic or other identity: Irish/English, Humanist,
agricultural entomologist
Religious affiliation: Unitarian
Political affiliation: Democrat
Frequented parts of Fresno: live in Northeast,
tutor in Southwest, loiter in Tower and
downtown
Motto: Have fun, do good
Non-work interests: play piano (ragtime and
blues, classical)
Special pleasure: “entomology moments” (e.g. the
thrill of watching tadpole shrimps in
vernal pools)

Grassroots Profile
By Richard Stone

Q. How is watching bugs (creepy crawlies) related to
protecting people from bugs (the medical kind)?

A: Devin Carroll does both.

Devin Carroll is an entomologist by profession, but
comes to our attention as co-chair— along with Keith
Ensminger— of Health Care for All Central California.
(HCA is the group dedicated to bringing single-payer
universal health care to California.)

Talking with Devin, it is obvious that, if not HCA, he’d
be deeply involved in something to make this a better
world...he is one of the few people I know who says it is
“fun” to be socially engaged. As it is, he also teaches
sexuality education for teens at his church (Unitarian
Universalist), and has tutored first graders in South-
west Fresno for over ten years. But right now, HCA is
his major focus, having picked up the fervor for the
fight from his mother-in-law.

“It fills me with righteous anger,” Devin says, “that we
haven’t solved this problem [of an uninsured citizenry]
by now. Canada’s has had universal care for 30 years,
and Truman proposed it 50 years ago...It is frustrating
that politics and corporate greed trump reason.”

This is probably an appropriate place to note that the
use of reason and working for “rational improvement”
are key components of Devin’s approach to life. This is
natural for a trained scientist, and is also consistent
with his involvement with Humanism in general and
Humanists of the San Joaquin in particular. Both inter-
ests are wedded to using logic applied to provable evi-
dence on one hand, and eschewing supernatural expla-
nations and belief-via-tradition on the other. Devin is
quick to add, however, that “we Humanists do not judge
people by their beliefs. We care about the ethics and
outcomes of what people do, not their explanations.”

With no one in Washington D.C.,certainly not the
Bushites, taking the lead to achieve universal health
care for Americans, HCA has focused on a state-wide
solution. Right now the particular vehicle is SB 840,
sponsored by Sen. Sheila Kuehl. This bill would set up
a state agency to fund healthcare for all residents of

California, with free choice of providers, reduced bu-
reaucratic overhead, and the ability to use mass buy-
ing power to bargain for reduced prescription costs.
(SB 840 will probably have been voted on by the time
this gets to press. If it has passed, the Governor will
have to be lobbied for his signature. If it fails, HCA will
be looking at a state initiative in the near future.)

Devin’s work with our local chapter of HCA rests on
the pioneering work of such stalwarts as Bill Young (a
fellow Humanist) and Dr. Liz Maury; and on the contri-
butions of current members such as Vice Chair Lynn
Jacobsson,Treasurer Larry Trullinger and Secretary
Annie Durazo. Organizational support has come
largely from labor: the two teachers’ associations (CSEA
and FTA), the California Nurses Association, SEIU; and
also from the League of Women Voters. An improbable
key constituency in the endeavor is small business
owners, who stand to benefit greatly by having their
employees covered at reduced cost to them or—in many
cases—covered for the first time. Devin says that get-
ting businessmen, who often reflexively oppose “gov-
ernment involvement”, to actually look at the facts and
see the benefits is the essential task at hand.

“We have just launched our One Care Now campaign,
with a different city hosting an event every day for a
year. We’ll have at least eight events in the Valley, and
in preparation I’ve been talking to farmers and
businesspeople all around the area. I believe this move-
ment is growing, there is a real sense of solidarity that
we need this and there’s no good reason not to have
it...unless you work for an insurance or pharmaceuti-
cal company.”

Devin’s long-range vision of where this work is head-
ing includes, of course, a national healthcare plan. But
he also looks for equally rational, do-able projects (“I’m
no Don Quixote”) for protecting the environment; and,
in a still larger sphere of interest, he looks beyond na-
tionalist thinking to a kind of global governance, where
wars of aggression and dictatorial rulers would not be
tolerated.

If readers are interested in supporting HCA and the
One Care Now campaign, they can join, contribute fi-
nancially, make phone calls, invite speakers to organi-
zations and businesses, solicit endorsements. It all
helps. Devin and HCA can be reached at: (559) 439-6368,
or devinc@sbcglobal.net

Amy Goodman in Fresno

By Vic Bedoian

Get ready Fresno - the Democracy Now! road show is
hitting town on September 24th. That’s right; interna-
tionally acclaimed journalist Amy Goodman will be
here along with the Democracy Now! crew to do a ben-
efit brunch for their local affiliate KFCF 88.1 FM. Their
Fresno stop is part of a Pacific Coast tour of fundraising
for community radio stations, and to meet and greet
listeners of the remarkable radio program, considered
an essential news source for a growing legion of
progressives around the country.

Another facet of the tour is to introduce a new book
written by Amy and her investigative journalist
brother David entitled Static: Government Liars, Me-
dia Cheerleaders and the People Who Fight Back com-
ing out in September. This work follows up on their
first book, The Exception to the Rulers. In Static, the
brother-sister team once again take on government li-
ars, corporate profiteers, and the media that has acted
as their megaphone. They expose how the Bush admin-
istration has manipulated and fabricated news and
how the corporate media has worked hand in glove
with the powerful to deceive the public. The Goodmans
cut through the spin and static to offer the truth about
war, torture, and government control of the media.
Mixing investigative reporting and interviews, Static
presents voices of dissidents, activists, and others who
are too often frozen out of official debate, to shed new
light on urgent issues of war and peace.

For several years a staple on Pacifica Radio, Democ-
racy Now! was produced out of an ancient building
dubbed “The Firehouse” just blocks from Ground Zero.
But it was its coverage of the 9/11 events and the after-
math that made the program an icon. In the wake of 9/
11, Democracy Now! began a cross-media collabora-
tion that greatly expanded its footprint. In the years
since 9/11, the show has shape-shifted from a popular
niche radio program broadcast on some twenty- five

independent stations to a multimedia institution
beamed each day to over 400 radio and television sta-
tions. The skeletal four-person crew has ballooned to
twenty-seven full- and part-time staff, including seven
radio and TV producers, two outreach organizers and
a professional archivist. On any given day, the Democ-
racy Now! website logs a solid 50,000 visits. “It’s the
lifeline for a lot of people,” says professor and media
critic Robert McChesney. “I think it’s probably the most
significant progressive news institution that has come
around in some time.”  Amy Goodman has come to be
seen by many as a kind of human megaphone for the
collective progressive unconscious. To these support-
ers, the slight and intense Goodman—whose shows
range from on-the-ground testimonials by Iraq War
victims to debates on Social Security between Paul
Krugman and Michael Tanner—is one of the lone dis-
ciples of a fiercely independent, muckraking brand of
journalism practiced by I.F. Stone and George Seldes,
Upton Sinclair and Seymour Hersh. “What Amy’s do-
ing is trying to recreate a democratic society where
you have varied, independent perspectives on the
world,” says MIT professor and political activist Noam
Chomsky.

Meet and greet Amy, David and the Democracy Now!
crew at a Special Continental Brunch on Sunday, Sep-
tember 24th from 11 am to 1:30 pm at the Machinist’s
Union Hall at 544 W. Olive Avenue, across the street
from the DMV office near Highway 99. The cost is $30
per person and is a benefit for local progressive radio
station KFCF 88.1 FM. A healthy continental breakfast
and beverages will be served. Anyone who purchases
a ticket for the FFCF Banquet will get a $10 discount on
a brunch ticket. Tickets are available from the Movies
video shop located at 1435 N. Van Ness or from KFCF at
(559) 233-2221.

###

*Sections of this article incorporated material from an
article written by Lizzy Ratner and published in The
Nation magazine May 6, 2005 and on the Common
Dreams web site. FFCF Annual Banquet
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Historian Matthew Lasar will the featured speaker
at the 2006 Fresno Free College Foundation Annual
Banquet held on October 1st. Matthew is author of
the definitive history of Pacifica Radio. The first
book, Pacifica Radio, the Rise of an Alternative Net-
work covered the early years of the network and
was recently followed by a second volume, Uneasy
Listening: Pacifica Radio’s Civil War, which covers
the period from the mid 1960’s to the present. Both
books are very well written and impeccably re-
searched. Matthew’s intellect and wit are impres-
sive as he traces the cultural and political currents
that shaped KPFA in Berkeley, and accompanied
Pacifica’s gradual expansion to a five-station net-
work. Lasar, an admitted partisan in the conflict,
gives a first-person account, calling it “the worst
crisis in the history of community radio”.  Mat-
thew Lasar cut his media teeth as a reporter for
the KPFA news and a documentary producer be-
fore he obtained his PhD in History from UC Ber-
keley. He is an engaging speaker with a deep knowl-
edge and historical perspective on community
media and its importance. He is currently teaching
at the University of California at Santa Cruz, ap-
pears frequently on KPFA and hosts the web site
www.lasarletter.com .

The FFCF Annual Banquet will be held on Sunday
October 1st beginning at 5:30 pm at Love & Garlic,
located at 5351 N. Diana Street in Fresno. Tickets
are $40 per person for a dinner buffet that includes
a fresh and locally grown gourmet cuisine. The
FFCF will also present its annual Free Speech
Award to a local citizen. People who buy a Ban-
quet ticket will get a $10 discount on the Amy
Goodman brunch, as long as tickets last. Tickets
may be purchased at the Movies video shop at 1435
N. Van Ness or at the Foundation office (559) 233-
2221.



S
E

P
TE

M
B

E
R

 2
00

6
12

Central Valley Women’s Equality Day March and

Rally

Several hundred women and their allies, from throughout the Central Valley, rallied to empower women and to
get women to vote in the November 2006 elections.  The event started with a march, led by Dolores Huerta, in
downtown Fresno.  The march, which was held on Saturday, August 19, 2006,  concluded at the Free Speech area
on the Fulton Mall where participants heard a series of speakers.

Organizers for the march and rally included:

Planned Parenthood Mar Monte
Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom

National Women’s Political Caucus
Fresno Progressive PAC
Women’s Studies @ CSUF

Roger’s Farms
Fresno Barrios Unidos

SEIU-UHW
Dolores Huerta Foundation

HEBRON—On Friday, 8 August Christian Peacemaker
Teams (CPT) delegates and permanent team members
from Sweden, Canada, England, Australia and the United
States engaged in a public witness at the Beit Romano
checkpoint in Hebron, Palestine to call for the opening of
all gates that confine Palestinians under military occupa-
tion.

Joined by members of CPT Hebron and local Palestinians,
the delegation held a prayer service and sang “Open the
Gates” while armed soldiers observed from their watch
tower above.

The group chose to witness at the Israeli military base in
the Old City of Hebron because its military gates clearly
represent obstacles to Palestinian freedom, such as prison
fences, the separation wall, checkpoints and the obstruc-
tion of unbiased international media coverage of the oc-
cupation.

The Old City of Hebron is home to nearly 35,000 Palestin-
ians and approximately 500 Jewish settlers. The Old City
is located in a part of Hebron that is under the jurisdiction
of the Israeli Defense Force (IDF). Over 2000 IDF personnel
are present in the Old City with the express purpose of
protecting the settlers.

The 500 settlers in Old city are scattered over four settle-
ments named Beit Haddasseh, Avraham Avinu, Beit
Romano, and Tel Rumeida,. The Beit Romano settlement
is the Yeshiva school which occupies the home built by a
Turkish Jew in 1879.

Numerous acts of violence by both Palestinian and Jew-
ish perpetrators have frequently heightened the levels of
security imposed by IDF. The IDF often claims that this
provides security for the Palestinians, but is always the
Palestinians whose liberties are affected by the security
measures.

For many years, one end of the street past Beit Romano
settlement has had a military checkpoint. During 2006
the checkpoint has become a permanently closed gate
known as Beit Romano Gate.

The closure of this gate is symbolic of the systematic clos-

Middle East Delegation Demands Freedom for Political Prisoners and

Freedom of Movement for Palestinians
By Don Friesen

ing off of the Old City to both incoming and outgoing
pedestrians. During this process, the Suq portion of the
Old City has decreased in population from 9000 residents
to fewer than 1000. In addition, nearly 1000 Palestinian
shops are now closed, one third of these by decree of the
military ‘for their own protection.’

The settlements make the lives of Palestinians very diffi-
cult. Palestinians are often subject to violence meted out
by the settlers.

One of the frequent actions of CPT members is the accom-
paniment of Palestinian girls to school. Students must
reach the school by walking along Shuhada Street near
Beit Haddasseh Settlement. Settler youth regularly stone
the students as they walk to school. Their accompani-
ment by CPT members lessens the likelihood of being at-
tacked.

In both Beit Haddasseh and Avraham Avinu settlements,
most settlers have built above existing Palestinian homes.
Palestinians have had to construct metal mesh nets to
protect themselves from garbage and dangerous objects
that are thrown down on them by settlers from above.

Shuhada street itself, once one
of the busiest streets in
Hebron, has been closed by
the military to all Palestinian
automobile traffic. Once thriv-
ing businesses have been
closed and their metal doors
welded shut.

The August 8 CPT action at
Beit Romano Gate was a sym-
bolic action against all of these
injustices to the people of the
Old City. It took place at a time
when the IDF was heavily
punishing the people of Gaza
for the killing and abduction
of several IDF personnel.

Untold by most news agen-
cies is the fact that 10 to 15
Palestinians are abducted

daily from their homes and communities. There are cur-
rently over 9,000 Palestinian prisoners, many held in ‘ad-
ministrative detention’ with little hope of even being
charged with a crime, let alone tried fairly.

James Thomas, a CPT delegate from the United States ex-
plained, “No prisoner’s life is more valuable than
another’s. We are demanding the freedom of the women,
men and children being held without due process and
denouncing the hypocrisy of Israel for valuing the lives of
3 kidnapped soldiers over the thousands of Palestinian
prisoners and all casualties of the war in Lebanon. By
publicly demanding that these gates be opened, we are
reaffirming our commitment to work in Palestine and
our home countries for a just end to the Israeli occupa-
tion.”

###

Don Friesen is a mathematics teacher at Reedley High School.
He participated in a Christian Peacemaker Team delegation in the
summer of 2006. He is a member of Reedley Peace Center.

Christian Peacemaker Team action at Beit Romano gate

is observed by Israeli Defense Forces from a military

outpost above the gate. Don Friesen is on the left. Photo

by Michael Del Ponte.
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POETRY CORNER
This month’s poem is direct from Corcoran State, part
of California’s other “university system”. Gilbert “Pup-
pet” Bao writes of himself: “Been down for eight years
now and want to give a glimpse into the mind of ‘The
Product’”

I Am A Product
By Gilbert (Puppet) Bao

I am a product
A product of Spanish rape

A mix of white, yellow, red, and black.
A brown product

Born from an act of destruction
Born to revolt

I am a product
A product of servitude

Remember your Mines, your Missions,
your Religion, your Railroads,

your Fields
....Worked to death....

I am a product
A product of your Manifest Destiny

How can I forget your trickery,
:jour violence, the lynchings,

your Texas Rangers,
your racist indoctrine

I am a product
A product of your politricks,

poverty, your justice....
The fuel of Capitalism

I am a product
A product of your wars

How easy you forgot the Pacific
North Africa, Sicily, France,

Germany, North Korea, Vietnam,
Kuwait, Afghanistan, Iraq

Yet you beat me in the streets
Remember the Zoot Suits?

I am a product
A product of your ethnocentric border

Exploited for cheap labor
Remember operation Wet Back?

And you call me Alien to a land I’ve
been migrating up and down for 60 thousand years

I am a product
A product of your drugs

Remember Nancy Reagan “Just say no”....
While Ronald was busy saying “yes”....

To “El Pericoo’ Norwin Menenses
The king of Drugs
Your secret wars

I am a product
A product of your cover-ups

NSC, CIA, FBI, DEA, DOC, L.A. CO. Sheriff
And all the way down to the L.A,P.D.
My scars are deep. . . my bones hurt.

Remember when was 15?

I am a product
A product of your guns

How did so many mysteriously end up
on my streets?

AK’s, Mac 11’s, Tech 9’s
Just to mention a few

I am a product
A product of your policies,
over crowded schooling,

your polution
You’ve cursed me with Asthma

Etc....Etc....Etc

I am a product
A product of Gangs, Prisons,

and broken homes
A pawn . .worse off than a beggar
I’ve been conditioned, convicted,

and condemned....

You can take my life,
But you’ll. never have my soul....

I am the product
Born to revolt!

Watch my spirit rise from the ashes....
Released from bondage, burden, and

anguish of mind

********
Corcoran State Prison

Food Not Bombs
By Kelly Borkert

I really didn’t know Al Fryer very well. If I had, I might
have known his name was Glen, not Al or Osama, as he
was often called at the park. Glen Fryer turned 60 in
July, the last time we saw him, serving salad as he did
every Saturday for years at Roeding Park, with Food
Not Bombs. We sang and celebrated his last birthday a
week and a half before we learned his was the mur-
dered body found behind Al’s Café at Olive and 99. A
terrible loss to the family that assembles every Satur-
day at 1:00 PM on the north side of Storyland at Roeding
Park, Al was a bigger part of the meal serving than we
knew, until he was gone. Not the first murder in the
area by far, as hard to accept as any, harder still if you
saw Al playfully at work, doing what he clearly loved,
serving food to scores of people until the last of every-
thing was gone. Once the tables were cleared of pots
and containers, Al was almost always the one to thor-
oughly clean and load them, working later and longer
with septuagenarian Tom Machado, than other volun-
teers a quarter their age. No matter how difficult things
were for Al personally, or in the rush of Food Not Bombs
serving lines, he was jovial, a hard worker and eager
contributor, quick to smile and joke, and a pleasure to
know. When things got tense, Al was always the one to
tone it down with his cry- “Easy! Easy!”, a  great way
to put it, Al.

There is a growing list of names who have died of vio-
lence, people who are called many names, homeless
being one of them. “Indian  John”, another long time
Food Not Bombs participant left us unexpectedly not
too  long ago, under circumstances just as unaccept-
able. That any humans could do violence to the people
who struggle daily to survive while the world turns
its back, is something that can embitter those who work
to make the daily struggle less difficult in some way or
another. It seems likely that the cruel mistreatment of
homeless downtown and near the park by the City of
Fresno can only encourage the acts of murderous vio-
lence that is often part and parcel of Fresno
homelessness. As we learn over and over, the people in
power cannot be expected to behave humanely or in a
respectful manner towards their fellow citizens, de-
spite their frequent claims of Christian redemption. It
seems as though these perpetrators of cruelty believe a
country club exists for tyrants and torturers in heaven.
Or perhaps they believe nothing, As they themselves
are not to be believed?

On September 9th, a memorial service for friends lost
to violence will be held at 12:45 PM, at Roeding Park
between Storyland and the tennis courts. All are wel-
come to attend as we say farewell and mourn the de-
parture of friends taken from us too soon. There will be
coffee and cookies, as well as our typical meal of beans,
soup, rice, salad, pastries, tea and water, while we join
hands and strengthen the bonds within the commu-
nity that attempts to form a safety net for the people
who really need it.

On September 24th, another major event will take place,
5:00 PM at the Full Circle Brewery, a very enjoyable
evening fundraiser for Fresno Food Not Bombs with

something for everyone to enjoy. Buoyant music by the
unsinkable Blake Jones and the Trike Shop, and a very
special musical guest, Fresno phenom Julia Dawn will
weave her magic spell for the pleasure of all in atten-
dance.  In addition to top quality musical entertain-
ment, there will be a vegan Chili cook-off, a cornbread
extravaganza and plenty of satisfied attendees. This is
going to be a huge party with amazing food, and you
need to be there! Fresno Food Not Bombs needs you
there as well, so be sure to spread the word of this
event, the music, food and friendship will be top notch.
In recent months there has been a paucity of funds for
FNB activities, a shortage of participants which grows
shorter still with tragic losses like Al, and a dwindling
of donations due to other organizations collecting from
the same resources. It appears that despite Measure Z,
$3 a car admission increases and letter writing cam-
paigns started by little girls, organizations feeding the
homeless must compete with the local gorillas and el-
ephants in the room. For this reason, Fresno Food Not
Bombs really needs your help, whether it be financial
or physical, emotional or logistical, if you can asssist
us in our weekly efforts, please feel free to contact us at
fresnofnb@hotmail.com, or call (559) 438-4088 and leave
a contact number. We look forward to seeing our friends
at both the 12:45 PM memorial service September 9th,
and even more so at the Full Circle Brewery Sunday
September 24th at 5:00 PM for a terrific time for all!

###

Kelly Borkert usually serves the beans. He can be con-
tacted at kellyborkert@hotmail.com

Glen Fryer is the second from the right, in this photo taken at the Food Not Bombs 10 year celebration, earlier this year.

Photo credit: Howard Watkins

Every Saturday

1–2 PM
Food Not Bombs feeds the hungry near the

Olive Ave entrance to Roeding Park. The loca-

tion for cooking on Saturday is at the Wesley

United Methodist Church, 1343 E Barstow,

between First and Cedar, starting at 9 AM. They

are always in need of servers at the park.

Glen Fryer  a.k.a. Al
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Joaquin Figueroa was shot and killed by police on Au-
gust 3, 2006.  He was unarmed.  At a press conference
held on August 11 in front of the old Fresno City Hall,
community activists condemned the shooting.  A press
release, sent to the media by event organizers, said that
Joaquin Figueroa was “another stolen life taken by the
Fresno Police Department.”  The statement also said
“the Community does realize that the only thing that
changed in this officer involved shooting was that the
suspect was shot only 2 times unlike the 20+ times in
the previous incidents.”

Rev. Floyd Harris, State President of the National Ac-
tion Network and a speaker at the Press Conference
said that the police are sending a message to this com-
munity that they are going to be “the judge, jury, and
executioner.  You are not going to make it to trial.  You
are not going to make it in front of your peers, because
they have a license to kill in this city.”  Rev. Harris con-
tinued “until we get a police auditor in this commu-
nity this is going to keep happening over and over again.
Enough is enough!   That could have been any one of
us.”

The Fresno Police Department says that Figueroa did
not have a gun when he was shot.  The police also say
Figueroa was the primary suspect in a shooting inci-
dent in which a Fresno Police officer was shot and
wounded.  Fresno Police Chief Jerry Dyer said the
shooting of Figueroa was justified because he ignored
commands to show his hands and that he had a repu-
tation for being armed and dangerous.

At a Press Conference the day after Figueroa was shot,
Dyer listed a number of crimes the suspect was be-
lieved to have committed.  The list included carjackings,
robbery, murder, and involvement in a high profile
missing persons case.  According to Dyer’s statement
at the Press Conference, “Subsequent investigation de-
termined that 25 year old Joaquin Figueroa was a vali-
dated gang member and convicted auto thief  respon-
sible for a series of violent crimes leading up to the
shooting of Officer Brian Nieto.”

Dyer said “Additionally, the Hanford Police Department
named Joaquin as a person of interest in the disappear-
ance and murder of Debbie Hawk.”  Several news re-
ports have linked Figueroa, the shooting of officer Nieto,
and the Debbie Hawk case.  Dyer was quoted as saying
“I am certain that there is a great deal of relief (in the
community) that a very violent person has been re-

Fresno Police Kill Unarmed Suspect - Community

Groups Express their Outrage
By Mike Rhodes

moved from the street.” (8/4/06 Fresno Bee)

Gloria Hernandez, a community organizer and one of
the speakers at the Press Conference, said “we will never
know if the cop’s latest statistic was in fact guilty. We
will never know if this ‘person of interest’ was involved
in the Manchester shooting or the Hawk woman dis-
appearing.  Both cases closed! Because it’s easier to blame
it on the bad dead guy!”

Hernandez also announced that they were asking the
Human Relations Commission to hold a Town Hall
meeting to discuss this shooting.  She then demanded
that an outside agency investigate Figueroa’s death.

Many of the speakers at the press conference belong to
the Central California Criminal Justice Committee
(CCCJC), which has been working for years to estab-
lish an Independent Police Auditor (IPA) in this com-
munity.  The concept for an IPA has received support
from the Mayor of Fresno and Chief Dyer, but has been
rejected by the Fresno City Council.  Without an IPA it
is up to the Internal Affairs Department to look at po-
lice actions.

Hernandez says that the “Fresno Police should develop
use of force policies that address use of firearms and
other weapons and particular use of force issues such
as: firing at moving vehicles, verbal warnings, posi-
tional asphyxia, bar arm restraints, and the use of
chemical agents. With proper training and planning
Fresno Police Officers could demonstrate that the use
of non-deadly force reasonably should be sufficient to
accomplish an arrest or otherwise accomplish the law
enforcement purpose, deadly force should not be nec-
essary.”

The following is directly from the Press Release:

Jerry Dyer does not speak for the Community. We are
not relieved to have to witness the use of deadly force
on an unarmed man who was suspect of shooting Of-
ficer Nieto. The Community would have wanted the
suspect to have the same access to the court system as
Jerry Dyer’s niece has had when she was involved in a
Fowler murder case.

We are not relieved that our questions have not been
answered:

• Was the suspect the one who shot Officer
Nieto?

• Was the gun recovered? Were his fingerprints
on it?

• Did the police have a justified reason to use
deadly force?

• How come other cities are able to bring in the
suspect instead of shooting him dead? (Arizona
serial killers captured on 8/4/06 instead of being
shot to death).

• We are not relieved to know that cops in Fresno
are using submachine guns against suspects,
we are not at war with suspects. (Fresno Bee
news briefs 8/08/06)

• Who will be accountable if all the cases are
jeopardized because of the Fresno Police
Department’s lack of training and control?

• Why were more than 200 officers involved in
the search for a cop shooter, used to investigate
the case of the woman who was wounded at
Manchester Center? Does she not deserve the
same level of attention that has been given to
Officer Nieto’s case?

In addition to the information from the Press Release
(above), community activists at the Press Conference
cited statistics showing that the crime rate in Fresno is
significantly higher than the national average.  They
say these statistics are evidence that the methods used
by the FPD are not working.  Some of the statistics:

* According to what was reported by Fresno PD to the
FBI, Fresno had 53 murders (11.6 per 100,000 people),
yet the national level was only 5.5.

* Fresno experienced 181 rapes (39.6:100,000) compared
to the national level of 32.2:100,000

* Fresno had 2030 aggravated assaults (444.5:
100,000persons) with the national level being at
291:100,000 persons).

* We can also compare statistics with San Jose which
has double the population of Fresno but only had 24
murders in comparison to the 53 in Fresno. One won-
ders if its because they have an independent police over-
sight mechanism that keeps the cops on their toes?

Groups at the Press Conference included the National
Action Network, MEChA, Books not Bars, California
Prison Moratorium, Peace Fresno, Fresno Copwatch,
October 22, and the Hmong American Coalition for Jus-
tice and Human Rights.  For more information, see: http:/
/cccjc.org/home/

Mai Summer Vue said people in her community were

having their rights violated by the police.  She said “we

need an Independent Police Auditor in Fresno to sustain

the democratic system.”

Good Question

Rebeca Rangel (far right) read the statement at the Press Conference.
The Rev. Floyd Harris is organizing a statewide march in Fresno to protest the lack of

police accountability.

Gloria Hernandez holds the banner Stop Police

Brutality/October 22.  See www.october22.org for more

information.  All photos by Mike Rhodes.


